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Holt Atherton, William K. Holt, Mrs. Warren Atherton, and
President Stanley McCaffrey at the Dedication.
The Holt-Atherton
Pacific Center for Western Studies

Established in 1947 as the California History Foundation, the Holt-Atherton
Pacific Center for Western Studies at the University of the Pacific has
extensive programs and resources for the study of California's history and the
development of the West. Functions of the Center include research. teaching.
collecting. preserving, publishing of scholarly works, and the coordination of
several organizations concerned with California and Western History.
The primary research facility of the Center is the 28,000 volume Stuart
Library of Western Americana. Other major resources are the J.J. Shebl
collection of 40 Western History journals. each complete from volume one , the
highly significant John Muir papers which are on permanent loan, the R.D .
Hunt papers. the H. Jacoby Nisei collection, the Robert E. Burns papers, the
Alonzo A. Stagg papers . the Bernard Rosenberg collection. the Daniel James
papers. the Bastian political cartoons. and others .
The Center serves as the University Archives and has extensive
photographic archives consisting of prominent work of early photographers in
Stockton and other parts of California.
Publications of the Center include the quarterly "The Pacific Historian." a
journal of Western history and ideas , and two series of monographs.
The Center is closely related to the history department of the College of the
Pacific and to the Irving Martin Library. Professional members of the Center
staff hold professorships in the history department , the English department,
and the Library.
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Statement of Tribute
by Holt Atherton - Delivered at the Dedication
on Sept. 23, 1977

Western History and the Holt-Atherton Families
Certainly the story of the Holt family has to start with the birth of
Benjamin Holt, January 1, 1849, and his early boyhood in New
Hampshire . Later Ben and his brother, Charles, became experts in
the hardwoods of New England. After the gold rush in California in
1849, these two brothers became interested in the events of California
and arrived in that state, Charles first about 1860, and then Ben .
Assessing their place in business in California, at that time it was
proved that the supply wagons to the motherlode from the valley
cities were hampered by the softwoods of California in the
manufacture of wagon wheels. As hardwood experts they set up their
first business, The Stockton Wheel Co., importing hickory from New
England to make wheels that would be much stronger and would last
for these supply wagons.
This business later developed into the Holt Manufacturing Co.
where Benjamin Holt was the driving force in developing agricultural
equipment, including the harvestor. One ofthese early models is now
in the Smithsonian Institute . Continuing with his industrial work and
new inventions, Mr. Holt's attention was turned to the peculiar
problem of the San Joaquin and Sacramento Delta area providing
poor traction for farm tractors. These machines would literally sink up
to the axles overnight. Of course, more wheels were added until they
would extend 50' on each side of the tractor. Some solution was
certainly necessary, and the first improvement came with the large
steam tractor #77 being furni shed with wooden shoes in 1904. Thus
the machine could lay its own track and from that the Holt trademark
was developed "Caterpillar."
Anna Brown Holt was born near Stockton in 1868. Her mother had
sailed around the Horn to settle in California. At the age of 18,
Anna Brown married Benjamin Holt, resulting in a family of five
children, first Alfred, then William, next my mother, Anne, then
Dean and Edison . Mrs . Benjamin Holt was involved with many civic
and cultural affairs in the life of Stockton and San Francisco. In 1921
she was elected a Regent of the University of The Pacific and
continued unti11949. Mrs . Holt's love and loyalty to her family were
well known. I am sure some of you here may remember her Christmas
parties over the years.
Anne Holt as a young girl studied in this country and abroad and in
1917 was married to Warren Atherton in Stockton, California, in the
garden of her parents' home.
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Anne Holt Atherton followed in her mother's footsteps in keeping
the family traditions and many of you will remember her picnics on
Atherton Island. As children growing up Mother was a delight, her
warmth, her expressions and observations on life kept us in stitches
for hours . She was also very adept with a hairbrush in keeping
discipline, something that Dwight, Sandy, and I seemed to be aware
of quite often.
Warren's grandfather and my great-grandfather, Issac Warren
Atherton, was a Congregational Minister from New England, who as
a missionary, established an early church in the Hawaiian Isla'I1ds in
1869. There are still members of the Atherton family in Hawaii today
that Flo and I have come to know in recent years.
Dwight Copeland Atherton, son of Issac, came to San Francisco
from Hawaii where my father was born in 1891. Warren became an
attorney , having law offices at one time in both San Francisco and
Stockton. Warren became interested in the civic affairs of the state
and nation and in later life was known as the father of the GI Bill of
Rights and served as an advisor to five presidents on defense and
mobilization affairs . He also had an abiding interest in Western
History and for many years served as president ofthe Jedediah Smith
Society, a society sponsored by the University of the Pacific.
With these remarks of the Holt and Atherton families' involvement
in the Western movement, I hope that you can recognize my great
appreciation of their history.
This dedication today of this lovely building and Library of Western
History, on the beautiful campus of the University of the Pacific, here
in Stockton, is a culmination of many months of deliberation, and I
hope in some small way this shows my love for the three people who
have meant the most to me.
These remarks constitute the official dedication of this building .
The family names of Holt and Atherton are very nearly
synonymous with Stockton. It is only fitting that their names be
joined in the Pacific Center of Western Studies since each
contributed so much to the history of not only this region but
the entire nation.
Mrs. Benjamin Holt served as a Regent of the University for
28 years. beginning when the move of the institution to
Stockton was initiated. Dr. Warren H. Atherton was nationally
known as the "Father of the G./. Bill of Rights .. which made
education a reality for thousands of veterans. He also was an
active supporter of the Center and of the University. Likewise,
Anne Holt Atherton was a devoted friend of the University and
a cherished benefactor.

Let the light of other days lighten your Christ11Uls giving.

Send THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN!
University of the Pacific,
Stockton, California 95211
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Ra6ey 'Bu.e.. &e nueHUcg edihvt.
wed Ike 'DeAKsa ~
Alicia Compton Methmann
Rasey Biven came across the plains to California in 1849 to settle in
Stockton. Behind him was a long line of distinguished ancestors who
had the kind of independence known to no other people. His father,
John F . Biven, had settled in Helena, Arkansas, after having served
five years as a captain in the War of 1812. Here he owned and
published the newspaper "The Arkansas Journal". There Rasey
knew William Semple who had floated down the river in a dug-out
canoe, holding revival meetings along the way. William Semple
wished to run an ad in the Journal for a religious rally, which proved
to be a novelty to the people in that settlement. Eventually Mr.
Semple arrived in California where he published the first newspaper
~Mon~rey .
In Stockton, after his brother William joined him, Rasey and
William published the Stockton Daily Argus. This paper was the
result of change in name of their "Daily Evening Post" published ~
1853 . The first issue ofthe Argus was June 7, 1854. It was a daily 28 columns. There were reminiscences of his crossing the plains to
California with the covered wagons and the exchange of gun fire with
the Indians en route. Rasey and William Biven, with brother-in-law
Henry Trueman Compton, also published the weekly Stockton
Democrat from Dec. 1857 to September 1862. The politics changed to
Stephen A. Douglas Democracy, having been, before this, the organ
of the Southern Democrats. William Biven also started the Daily
Evening Herald in July 1865, along with his brother-in-law, Henry T.
Compton. This paper was in favor of the Monroe Doctrine, considered
Whig and Democratic parties dead; thought it useless to canvass past
issues as to discuss the fall of Adam. As to the future, it proposed to
wait until presentation of questions before deciding to draw the
sword.
In January, 1853, Rasey married Amparo Ainsa at her home in San
Francisco. Amparo was the grand-daughter of Francisco de Anza,
brother of Juan Bautista de Anza, founder of San Francisco. Here is
the account taken from the journal of Santiago Ainsa whose
grandfather was the Spanish governor of the Philippines:
''Juan Bautista de Anza, Senior, came from the proyince of
Aragon, Spain, of a noble family, commissioned as a military officer.
He arrived in Mexico and died there in 1744. In 1701 , he was
stationed on the northern part of the now state of Sonora, as
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commander of the military forts established to protect the settlers
against the constant incursion of the barbarous savages occupying
the mountains of what is now Sonora and a good part of New Mexico.
About the year 1710, Captain Juan Bautista de Anza, Senior, married
Dot'ia Rosa de Padilla, a lady of the then prosperous city of Bacuachi,
but now a heap of rubble. In 1715 Juan Bautista de Anza, Junior, was
born in the city of Arispe, now also partly a ruin . In 1745, Juan
Bautista de Anza, Junior, later to be the founder of San Francisco,
1776, was appointed to succeed his father to the command of the
Frontier Forts. His father had been killed in 1744 near the fort of
Fronteros, in a brush with the Apaches. He left two children, Juan
Bautista and his brother Francisco. They both had married but
Francisco had two children while Juan was childless. Francisco died
before his brother and Juan Bautista de Anza adopted Francisco's
two daughters, Rosa and Ana who were the only heirs at the time of
his death in Hermosillo. These two came to look to Juan as their own
father . When Captain Juan Bautista de Anza died in 1794 these two
daughters were designated as his heirs, and being minors, Don
Alonzo de Tressier was appointed the guardian of their persons and
estate. This guardian, who happened to be also Treasurer of the
Province, died 15 years later at which time it was discovered he had
squandered all the fortune of the estate of de Anza and his wards
about $200,000. Upon this discovery, the Intendants of the Province
ordered his body to be shackled with chains, to be publicly exposed for
three days, and a public cryer to call in a loud voice every day at ten
o'clock 'Who will pay the King what this man has taken from the
public Treasury?' As no one came forth to do so, the body, shackled
and without a coffin, was thrown into the grave. Such were the laws in
force in Spanish America. But this proceeding did not restore the
money of the King nor the estate of the orphans.''
"Rosa married Cacimiro Hugues and Ana married Theodore Yslas
by whom she had many children among them Filomena who married
Manuel Ainsa, whose father had been the Spanish Governor of the
Philippines. Their children were Amparo, married to Rasey Biven;
Filomena, married to Senator Henry A. Crabbe; Josefa, married to
Judge Theopholus W. Taliaffero; Manuel, to Eloisa Serna; Augustin,
to Emilio Ynigo; Belen, not married; Lenore, to Arnie de Vignier;
Adelaida, to Francis Eisen; Jesus, to Refugio Landabaso; Dolores,
not married; Santiago to Jennie Fay; Francisca, to James O'Reilly.
In 1851. the Ainsa family had ships , caravans which traded with the
Orient - ships landed at Acapulco then overland by caravan to Mexico
City and finally to California."
''In 1851 they had branches in San Francisco and Stockton. In
January, 1852, the branch in San Francisco had burned once- the one
in Stockton on Main Street had been destroyed twice . In the long run
the family came to San Francisco and took a house at the south east
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corner of Lombard and Dupont then the favorite residence locality for
the better class people. They had as a neighbor a lawyer named
Edmund Randolph with whose family they became intimate and who
pursuaded Senor Ainsa to build near the opposite corner at 407
Lombard Street. In this house January 20, 1863 Amparo married
Rasey Biven.''
"Biven was a little man, 5 ft . 2, of slight build, his features were a
perfect Greek model. He wore his hair long and was as handsome a
man as ever was seen. He was an editor by profession and published
a paper all of his life to the day of his death . Filomena, also, was
married to Henry A. Crabbe in the house on Lombard Street. To show
the ups and downs of life, the carpenter who built it was Mr. Wiiiiam
Piper, who from this humble vocation, hard work and economy,
became immensely rich and died a few years ago accounted a
miiiionaire. He was, it can be said of him, always an honest man. In
the scandalous litigation of the Colton estate, it came out that it had
never been possible to buy Wiiiiam Piper for all that he was a miser
and loved money.''
"Senator Henry A. Crabbe, Rasey's brother-in-law, was a
Southern gentleman and attorney by profession. He was a good
lawyer but he gave his time to politics and became the head of his
party. He was appointed chief justice of the Supreme Court of
California. He was induced by Edmund Randolph to embark on a wild
expedition and go to Sonora, Mexico, to retrieve the lost fortune of
the de Anzas. He was in this with Rasey Biven . He resigned the
judgeship in favor of Terry. Crabbe, who had also been editor on the
Biven brothers' papers, might have attained a very high position in
the politics of the nation as his abilities entitled him to do so. In the
Convention of Charleston in 1855 he was a prominent candidate for
President of the United States, but was vilely killed in Sonora,
Mexico. Yet when I reflect that at the close of his career, he was a
Southern man, if he had lived to see the War of Rebellion in 1861 he
would have joined in that terrible struggle and might have been killed
any way. After his death his widow and two children became part of
my father's house . As to Rasey Biven when he married, he was a rich
man but a few years after he lost every thing through the
mismanagement of his partner, Baranco. Speaking of my father's
house and why we left Stockton - in January 1852, there was a great
storm in Stockton that inundated the city and the roof of our house
was lifted bodily so that the rain which poured continuously saturated
everything from above while the flood did the same from below.
There were no houses to be had for any consideration and the only
alternative was to seek shelter in San Francisco.''
When, in 1856, Senator Crabbe decided to go to Sonora, Rasey
decided to go with him to secure the wealth of the Ainsa's rightful
wealth for their wives. Crabbe was kiiied in 1857. In 1856 the Argus
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took a stand in favor of the Vigilance Committee of California. Fierce
war of aroused passions and out pouring of bitterness brought forth in
that short campaign of citizens against murderers and theives of
California will never be forgotten. Rasey was a member of that
committee .
Rasey now returned December 6, 1857, from the ill fated
expedition in Guaymas. He had gone as press agent for his
brother-in-law's expedition . He had been correspondent for the Alta
Californian but had been writing glowing reports to all the
newspapers. He had been imprisoned by the changed government
which supplanted the one favorable to the expedition and he was to
be shot . He made such an impassioned speech in Spanish to all
assembled to see his execution, that he was released . This expedition
had been written about in the past as a filibustering expedition which
was definitely false. The purpose was to retrieve the fortune of the de
Anza-Ainsa family. On Rasey's return, he started a weekly, 28
column, "The Weekly Democrat" . Then he sold out to his brother
William . He was not a man to stay down and made several other
fortunes . "He was gifted with many qualities that made his
personality attractive, securing many friends, in fact too many, which
helped him in his political aspirations, while his lavish and
extravagent entertaining brought him often into financial difficulties.
After making several fortunes, he would come down to nothing again .
He had the misfortune to be too liberal to his friends, and these
knowing his weakness no sooner became aware of his success than
they plied him with flattery to which he was susceptible and left him
without a penny.''
When Rasey was correspondent to California newspapers he wrote
under the thin pseudonym of ''Yesar'' . He was known as the
"duelling editor" having been provoked into a duel in 1854 on the
streets of San Francisco. For this he was expelled from his Masonic
Lodge, in which he had been installed as officer, Junior Warden on
May 11 , 1852, San Joaquin Lodge No. 19. He had been challenged by
H .P. Dorsey, Master of L.A. Lodge No . 42. Later he was re-instated
when it was found he fought to protect his life. But Dorsey was never
re-instated. Maybe this is why Rasey left Stockton. He published a
newspaper in the Dalles, Oregon, and one in Benicia. At the end,
after owning many newspapers, he appeared in Monterey. In !his
small town, he published the Monterey Herald, now in Salinas . He
had taken part in politics in Benicia and had to leave in a hurry
abandoning his paper as he had made a speech against Lincoln whom
he designated at Black Lincoln. In Monterey, it was, that he had his
start again after losing his fortune. He befriended the artist s of that
period. He, it was, who instigated Easter sunrise services on the
beach of Monterey. He was doing very well when taken with a kidney
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infection . To show his peculiarities he announced his own death to all
the California newspapers, in telegrams "Rasey Bivens died at 4
p.m. today". He wanted to announce his own death. This took place
in May 1868 when he was 40 and his wife Amparo de Anza y Ainza de
Biven went to live on Lombard Street with her brother, his children,
Crabbe's children and her own. Her brother was their sole support.
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The Croatians of California
and Nevada
C. Michael McAdams
The Croatian people settled in their present homeland, along the
Adriatic coast, at the beginning of the 7th century A.D. and
established their kingdom in 925 A.D. Under Kings Tomislav and
K resimir, Croatia became one of the most powerful nations in
Southeastern Europe. In I I02, after the extinction of their national
dynasty. the Croatian Sabor (Diet) elected King Koloman of Hungary
as King of Croatia. The two states were ruled as separate kingdoms
with a single ruler until1527 when the Croatians elected Ferdinand I
ofHabsburg as king. This personal union existed until the end of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1918. In recent history, the Croatian
national homeland has formed a part of the Kingdom and later
Socialist Republic of Yugoslavia.
Due to their maritime heritage, the Croatians became world
renowned as sailors, adventurers and explorers. The Croatian ships,
called Argosy became the trade media of the known world and even
today the word serves as a synonym for adventure. The best known of
all Croatian ·explorers is thought by many to be an Italian since he
sailed under the flag of Venice which ruled his native Croatian island
in those years. His name was Marco Polo, a son of the island of
Korcula. But even mighty Venice was forced to pay tribute to the
King of Croatia in ancient times for the right to navigate the Adriatic.
Argosy brought with them sailors, priests and settlers to every
known corner of the world, including California and Nevada. This is a
small part of their story.
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Less than half a century after Columbus unknowingly discovered
the "New World", Spanish explorers landed in Alta California. It was
to be more than two hundred years however, before true civilization,
of the European mold, was established in the remote corner of the
Spanish Empire. Because one of Spain's primary avowed purposes in
colonizing was to spread Christianity, many early explorers and
settlers were men of the cloth.
Ivan Ratkaj, known to the Spanish as Juan Ratkay, was the first
Croatian to arrive in Mexico and may well have been the first
Croatian to set foot on the North American continent, although this
can never be known. He arrived in Mexico on September 15, 1680 and
established himself in the Rarahumara region in February 1681.'
Although he wished to travel to Baja California, his missionary work
was cut short by sudden death, perhaps by poison at the hands of
hostile Indians in 1683.'
Ratkay's death marked not the end, but the beginning of Croatian
missionary work in North America as well as an almost continuous
Croatian presence in the American west for the next three hundred
years. Another Jesuit Father, Ferdinand Konscak, followed his
Croatian brother Ratkay in 1730 and lived in the city of Vera Cruz
until1732! At the request of his superiors, Rev. Konscak moved to
Baja and turned explorer in 1746. His far-reaching and scientific
exploration proved Baja to be a peninsula and not an island as had
been thought. So accurate and exact were his charts and maps that
they served as the basis for all maps of the Gulf of California well into
the nineteenth century.' The Jesuit so distinguished himself as an
explorer, planner and missionary that he has been universally
recognized by scholars of California and Catholic history, although
few record his Croatian nationality. The historian Zephyrin
Engelhardt noted that, "It would be difficult to state the number of
leagues even approximately which this indefatigable missionary .. .
traversed while in California." 5
The true impact of Croatian born-Fathers in the exploration and
settlement of California can never be fully known . A major block to
this knowledge is the fact that Croatian names, often difficult for the
west European to pronounce, were often Germanized or Latinized in
the transition from the old world to the new. Father Koiiscak
(pronounced KON sh-chak), was also known as Consago, Konsak,
Consag and Konshak in his own time and historians have added new
variations as well as Hungarian, Austrian or Bohemian for
nationality .• There can be little doubt however that many of the
Catholic Fathers sailing to the New World from the Croatian port of
Ragusa (Dubrovnik) were in fact Croatians, though history has labled
them Austrian, Hungarian or Austro-Hungarian.
The prolific writer Louis Adamic has stated that Dalmatian sailors
were visiting California "decades before the Yankees."' Unfortu-
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nately, he offers no proof for this statement. Dr. Gilbert Govorchin of
the University of Miami, Florida, also speaks of early Croatian
settlements in California as early as '' ... the beginning of the
eighteenth century'' and places the locale near San Francisco.' While
this proposal is quite possible, it too is to date unproved .
Although Croatians continued to trickle into California, it was not
until the gold rush of 1848 that the first true "waves" of immigrants
came west. The gold rush coincided with the abolition of surfdom in
1848, making the waves of European immigrants swell to even
greater numbers .
The vanguard of the new wave was to be found in the Dalmatian
sailors who crewed many of the ships docked in San Francisco harbor.
The stories of massive desertions from those vessels have been told
too many times to repeat here . The fact that many of San Francisco's
streets are built on the wrecks of deserted ships says enough. As
thousands rushed to the gold country, sailors became miners
overnight. According to researcher Adam S. Eterovich, a Croatian
sailor-turned-miner was actually present at the discovery of gold at
Sutter's Mill in 1848. He is known to history only as "Sailor Man", a
"Slavonian" (Slavonia is Croatia's northernmost province)! "Sailor
Man" was followed by such names as Mateo Arnerich and Christ
Brajkovich and the Croatian "wave" continued. Anerich, like " Sailor
Man", abandoned his ship in 1849 to find his fortune in the gold
country of California's "Mother Lode". He 'established a precedent
to be followed by hundreds of Croatians after him. He made his claim
near Sutter Creek, panned what gold he could, then left. Unlike their
fellow South Slavs the Serbs and Montenegrins who established
towns and settled in the "Mother Lode", most Croatians made their
"grub stake" and purchased land or business in other parts of the
state. To the Dalmatian salior or the Bosnian peasant, perhaps one
generation removed from serfdom, the dream of owning land, of
tilling the soil and living in his own home held greater attraction than
the get-rich-quick lure of the gold fields. Even today, most Croatians
agree that few places on earth resemble Adriatic Croatia as does
California: the coast, the mountains, even the inland plain duplicated
that which they had left behind. Mateo Arnerich settled in the rich
Santa Clara Valley south of San Francisco!• With the great bay to his
north and the Pacific Ocean to his west, the native of the island of
Brae must have felt very much at home.
Many of the Croatian miners came to Sutter Creek while Serbians
tended to settle in nearby Jackson. The town of Jackson remained a
Serbian center and today has one of the oldest Serbian Orthodox
Churches in America. Serbian names can still be found on the stores
and, of course, the grave stones of this old village. While Sutter
Creek can boast of having the first Slavonian Hall in America, built in
1874, there are few signs today of her Croatian past. Yet the
Croatians were there, and in numbers. Amador and Calaveras County
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concerns such as the Slavonia Gold and Silver Mining Company
(1876), The Illyrian Gold and Silver Mining Company (1863), The
Slavonian Gold Mining Company (1863) and even a joint venture
called the Serbia and Slavonian Mining Company (1876), testify to the
large scale presence of Croatians in the "Mother Lode" region."
What the Croatians did with their gold after months of toil in the
gold country is as diverse a story as the Croatian people themselves .
Many purchased land in the rich Santa Clara Valley; others settled in
the cities establishing themselves in every type of business and
enterprise; while still others followed the lure of gold and silver from
California to the great Comstock Lode of western Nevada.
The city that seems to have attracted these early immigrants first
and foremost was that through which so many had entered California:
San Francisco . By 1870 the U.S . census of San Francisco numbered
some 120 South Slavic names, most of whom were Croatians from
Dalmatia.'' The Croatian San Franciscans included porters, saddle
makers, milkmen, police officers, a number of fruit stand operators
and, of course, sailors. Among them was Florio Antunovich, keeper
of a coffee saloon at 403 East Street in the city. He prospered, moved
to Southern California and established himself as a civic leader.
Today the grandson of another Antunovich settler is one of
California's leading political figures. State Assemblyman Michael D.
Antonovich, (the name was changed from Antunovich during this
century) is respected as the leading conservative legislator in the
state and was recently named Minority Whip at the age of 36."
By 1870 the Croatian population of San Francisco neared three
thousand . There were over fifty Dalmatian businesses on the
Embarcadero alone . Many of the Croatians were members of the
Slavonic Illyric Mutual Benevolent Society which was formed on
November 7, 1857 as a burial insurance and social organization.14 This
was the first Croatian benevolent society organized in the United
States and exists today as America's oldest.
It is interesting to note that many of the older Croatians called
themselves "Slavonian", "Slovonian", "Slavonic" or "Illyrian" .
The latter was the ancient Roman name for the coastal region of
Croatia, while "Slavonia" was the Austro-Hungarian title for the
northern inland region . Slavonia should not be confused with
Slovenia which borders on northern Croatia. A comparison can be
drawn to some American "Dutch" who were in fact trying to make
known they were "Deutsche" (German) . "Dutch" it was and today
even their children's children are quite convinced that their family
came from Holland. Whatever the Dalmatians called themselves,
they were geographically Croatians and displayed the spirit and
industry usually connected with the people of that rugged coast.
Croatians in San Francisco entered into every possible business
from vegetable vendors to a well-known whoremaster in the city's
infamous Barbary Coast; although many Croatians are quick to point
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out that the fellow was in fact a Croatina-born Hungarian! Famous
~roatian merchants included the Vulicevic family (fruit) and the
Celovic family (liquors). But the most evident occupation of the
Croatians was the trade of their fathers, people of the sea.
Throughout California and especially the San Francisco Bay area,
Croatian fishermen, captains, mates and pilots were found in
numbers."
The San Francisco Bay and Delta waterway pilots had to be among
the best oftheir trade. The winding waterways leading north and east
within the Golden Gate to this day require pilots of high caliber. In
the days before radar, sonar and depth-sounding, such captains were
much sought after and well paid. One of the most famous pilots of the
bay was Captain John Silovich, a Master Mariner from Dalmatia. He
was known for guiding ships up and down the California coast and
into the Golden Gate.
Stjepan Splivalo was another of this breed . He also was a
Dalmatian . Splivalo sailed his two-masted barkentine, the "Santa
Teresa" from Europe around the Cape of Good Hope, to India, China
and across the Pacific to San Francisco. Unfortunately , he traded not
only in cargo. but in human lives as well. It is claimed that he brought
the first of thousands of Chinese workers to California. Many died en
route to America and on one occasion Captain Splivalo lost much of
his human cargo as a result of locking his charges in a sealed, unlit
hold for several days to weather a storm . In 1894 Splivalo brought the
first steam paddle-wheeler into San Francisco, a craft to become
common to the Bay and Delta regions from 1900 to 1940. 16

Window of Saint Anthony's Croation Catholic Church, Los Angeles,
California.
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The period of 1880 through 1895 saw a new wave of immigration
from Croatia which formed new societies , new halls and established
its own communities . From that time on, there have always been
"old-timers" and newcomers within the Croatian community, often
at odds with one another. In 1895 , 1919, 1946 and to some extent
1971, the newcomers became the "old-timers" as new waves of
immigrants arrived in California due to political events in their
homeland. Still more Croatians continued to arrive in New Orleans,
Cleveland and New York. Croatian, Slavonian and Slavic Halls were
to be found in every part of San Francisco and it is interesting to note
that the headquarters of the Slavonic Illyric Mutual Benevolent
Society in 1888 was located at 10 California Street. Today this site, in
the center of the financial capital of the western United States, is a
very valuable piece of property indeed . The Croatian Church of the
Nativity in San Francisco first served a mixed Croatian-Slovenian
parish. It is today the only church in the city to offer a Croatian mass.
This church is also the scene of the annual Sveti Vlaho (Saint Blaise)
Day celebration held each year to commemorate the Patron of
Dubrovnik. San Francisco is one of the few cities in the world, other
than Dubrovnik to celebrate this ancient (927 A.D.) Croatian
commemoration.
Many Croatians, especially those of peasant stock, found country
life preferable to living in the city and chose the rich Santa Clara
Valley south of San Francisco. A number of these families began the
growing and distribution of apricots and prunes in the area and
established a sizable colony in San Jose. The well-known prune
grower Ante Zarevich settled in Cupertino in 1886 and other Croatian
farmers continued to settle in the area well into the twentieth century,
establishing over a dozen Croatian and Jugoslav societies." Today,
San Jose is one of California's largest cities and is the locale of the
largest Croatian hall in northern California, Mariana Gardens
(Croatian Catholic Center), which also houses a Croatian chapel and
is staffed by Croatian nuns.
As the Croatian community grew, the coastal town of Watsonville
became another center of activity. In the 1870s one "Marko Rabasa
the Apple Dealer", a native of Dalmatia, purchased a wagon and
began buying apples from the local ranchers. He then proceeded to
San Francisco where he sold the produce at a modest profit . He then
purchased the trees, learning to prune and care for them as he
progressed. Soon joined by still other Croatian farmers, by 1890 the
Croatian-grown California apples were being exported to every part
of the United States and even to Europe . The Croatians pioneered the
use of insecticides and updated irrigation techniques. By the early
twentieth century, the Croatian orchards, packing houses, cold
storage units and marketing groups had helped make Watsonville the
apple capital of the world. Jack London described the Pajaro Valley as
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"New Dalmatia" with twelve thousand acres of apples, fifty-seven
apple evaporating furnaces, canneries and cider and vinegar
factories . In his novel, Valley of the Moon, London chronicled the
Dalmatian progress in the valley through 1900:
"New Dalmatia. We're being squeezed out. We Yankees thought we were smart.
Well, the Dalmatians came along and showed they were smarter. They were miserable
immigrants .. . First. they worked at day's labor in the fruit harvest. Next they began,
in a small way, buying apples on the trees . Pretty soon they were renting the orchards
on long leases. And now, they are beginning to buy the land." 18

While many of the immigrants chose the city of San Francisco, the
fast pace of the gold country or the naturally fertile Santa Clara
Valley, there was yet a third breed of Croatian on the early California
scene. Perhaps a loner, he must have been one who could work from
sun up to sun down in 100 degree heat or thirty degree cold; one who
loved the land more than himself. Only people such as th is, whether
Croatian, Portuguese, Dutch or of some other nationality could have
settled the great San Joaquin Valley. Over 400 miles long, the valley
ranged from desert at its southern tip to thousands of acres of marsh
in its mid-section to prairie in the north. During the earliest years of
settlement, Croatian pioneers in small numbers settled in
Sacramento, Davis and Marysville establishing farms and commercial enterprises.
In 1882 the world's largest canal system was completed. Hundreds
of thousands of workers, mostly Chinese, had constructed over one
thousand miles of levees where the state's longest rivers - the
Sacramento and the San Joaquin - meet to form the San Joaquin
Delta. Floods no longer threatened the rich delta farm land each and
every year, although there were to be many yearstheriversdid escape
their man-made banks. People began to farm and work the delta and
pump out the marshes forming over fifty islands of even more fertile
soil. Within a few years, the Stockton and Sacramento deep water
channels completed the system, linking the central valley with the
Pacific coast and through it, the world. All of this brought a small
wave of new immigrants to Stockton and the San Joaquin Valley.
Italians, Portuguese, Croatians, Germans and Dutch soon joined
the Chinese, Mexican and other groups which settled in San Joaquin
County, the heart of the valley. Although seldom more than five
hundred, the San Joaquin County Croatians maintained contact with
one another and with the larger Croatian community in San
Francisco. A number of Stockton residents were listed as members of
Croatian or Slavonic organizations in the Bay Area. In 1935 a branch
of the Slavonic Alliance was formed in Stockton under the leadership
of civic figure Joseph Capatonovich ." For many years, Stockton was
known outside California primarily as the home of College of the
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Peter J
Divizich

Pacific's football team led by Amos Alonzo Stagg. One Croatian team
member, Mike Martinovich, later became a professional football
player.
The most lasting mark left by the Croatians in the great central
valley is to be found in the southern third of the valley. south of
Fresno. The region was dubbed "Starvation Valley" by the early
settlers. But immigrants of all nations brought with them the skills of
irrigation and "making flowers grow from rocks". The Croatian
contribution was the critical expertise required for the art of raising
grapes - an art learned and given from generation to generation in
Dalmatia where soil had to be hauled from stream beds to create a
vineyard . In 1882 thirty Croatians from Dalmatia arrived in the
Fresno area.'" While most were engaged in the growing of grapes,
others became placer miners. road builders or lumberjacks in the
Sierra Nevada mountains . As in other rural areas. the Croatians at
first did little to create a Croatian community. While remaining
friends and without loss of their ethnic identity, they rapidly accepted
and were accepted by the community at large. In fact, within the city
of Fresno, there was no Croatian organization until the mid-1920s.
The Serbs, on the other hand, had formed the Serb Society as early as
1904. In 1926 the Jugoslav Social Club was founded and soon had one
of the finest and most modern meeting halls anywhere in the central
valley . However, actions by the King-Dictator Alexander in
Yugoslavia soon pitted Croatian against Serb and the hall was
abandoned within five years of opening.
The best-known of all Croatian vineyardists was the "King of the
Grapes", Peter J . Divizich who settled in the dry Porterville area in
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1924." After one year as a ranch foreman he had saved enough to
purchase thirty acres of orchard land near Porterville. He replaced
some of the existing prune and peach orchard with grape vines and
began to work the soil day and night. By 1960 the P.J . Divizich
Company controlled the largest vineyards in the world; six thousand
acres producing thirty-four major varieties of grapes. Packing
houses, cold storage facilities, dormitories, homes and shops were
linked by over seventy miles of roads ." By 1972 the total worth of this
property was estimated at twenty million dollars ." While the vast
fields are no longer owned by Mr. Divizich, now retired, the grapes
produced as a result of his tireless efforts are still shipped throughout
the world as a living monument to one Croatian immigrant in
America.
Far to the south of the San Joaquin Valley, a small village called
Los Angeles remained quiet and little-known throughout much of the
great growth period in California. The first Croatian pioneer arrived
in Los Angeles in 1841 by way of Mexico. A mere handful of others
were to join him prior to the gold rush of 1849. It was after the gold
fever had died that Croatians began to come south in numbers. For
the most part, they had made some money in the gold country, either
as miners or merchants, and came to settle along the southern
California coast which resembled Dalmatia. By 1880 there were
perhaps three hundred Croatian s in the Los Angeles area, including a
handful of fishermen who established themselves at the village of San
Pedro. By 1900, there were at least sixty businesses in Los Angeles
owned by Croatians and the Dalmatian fishermen of San Pedro had
become the majority group at that fishing center.
In July, 1895 the first Croatian organization in southern California,
the Croatian Slavonian Benevolent Society, was formed. 24 Soon the
Austrian Military and Benevolent Association (1906), the AustroKrovatish American Social Club (1910) and the Croatian Republic
Club (1925) followed ." By 1939 there were more than a dozen Croatian
organizations, political and social, active in the Los Angeles-San
Pedro area.
As was the case almost everywhere, the center of Croatian activity
became the church in Los Angeles . Prior to 1905 the Croatians had no
organized parish of their own. In that year they brought into being St.
Anthony's parish to serve Los Angeles Croatians. Still, they had no
building and were obliged to hold services in an Italian church. The
arrival of a number of Herzegovinians, who were primarily in the
building trades, (today Croatians still control a large percentage of
the construction business in Los Angeles), gave the Croatian parish
the skill to match the will. Under the direction of Father Ante Zuvich,
the church was built and on December 11, 1910, the first Croatian
Church building in the western United States was dedicated. It was
finished in the nick of time as the Italian church was destroyed by fire
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within the year and both the Italian and Croatian parishes again
shared a common roof for a time.'• Although the church has been
remodeled and a number of structures have been added to it over the
years, the original structure still stands as a protected Historical
Landmark.
The nearby village of San Pedro became the largest Croatian
community in the state of California. Over six thousand Croatians
entered the area between 1919 and 1930." It has been estimated that
there are over ten thousand Croatians of all generations in that city
today. The Croatian fishing fleet is large and operates from southern
California to Bristol Bay, Alaska. One Croatian fisherman's
association along represents seventeen ships which fly the Croatian
and American flags from their masts."' Each year as the fleet leaves
for Alaska. a celebration is held as each boat, among them
"Croacia", "King Tomislav", "Zrinski", "Dalmatia", "Danica"
and "King Kresimir", are in turn blessed by Croatian priests on
shore. The fish that these men bring home were for years processed
by Croatian owned firms such as Starkist Tuna (later purchased by
Heinz), the French Sardine Company, Lido Fisheries and FrancoItalian Packing.
The Croatian Center in Los Angeles is the largest Croatian Hall in
the United States. It is owned by fifteen Croatian societies and has
housed thousands of Croatians each year for cultural, religious and
political holidays."
Although there may never have been more than a thousand
Croatians in Nevada at any one time, that number once represented a
sizable portion of the population of what is still one of the least
populated states in the union . The Nevada experience - the true
"Wild West" is in any event, well worth exploration if only for its
color and uniqueness in Croatian-American history .
Most Nevada Croatians came via California. In fact, many early
pioneers in the Silver State had been residents of California prior to
the silver boom of 1859. One of the first Croatian pioneers was a
California prospector named Cenovitch who managed to get his name
on record by being massacred by Indians near Pyramid Lake."' Others
listed as victims of the massacre included Gaventi, (listed as
Austrian), Knezwetz (Knezevich), Kuezerwitch, Marco Cuesavick,
Cesvick, Shasterich and Spero Anderson. It would appear that the
South Slavic influence in the Pyramid Lake region was quite eivdent
or the few who were there had exceptional misfortune.
It is nearly impossible to locate a true Croatian "settlement" in
pre-1900 Nevada. Like pioneers, miners and settlers of every
nationality, the Croatians moved from camp to camp, mine to mine
and from one job to another. The Nevada landscape required rugged
individuals and those who came did so as individuals, not as
Croatians. The United States Census of 1860 listed three Slavonians,
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six Austrians and three Hungarians in the territory . All were to be
found in the ten mile square area of Silver City, Gold Hill and Virginia
City known as the Comstock Lode; all were male and all were single:•
Early advertisements make note of a number of Croatian
enterprises, notably the Milatovich store which later moved to Reno .
Adam S. Eterovich lists over forty South Slavic merchants, most of
them Dalmatians, in Virginia City between 1860 and 1885." In later
years, many of the same names can be found in other towns and
camps as the merchants followed the "strike and bust" trail of
mining across the state . One such man was Marco Medin, a native of
Budva. John Tadich referred to him in his memoirs of visits to the
Comstock country." He began as owner and operator of the San
Francisco Fruit Store in Virginia City. By 1868 he owned his own
silver mine and in 1869 joined the rush to White Pine County in
eastern Nevada where he established himself in the mining and
merchandising business. The rush was short lived, but before it was
over, thousands had rushed to the area in a period of two years. The
over sixty Croatians in the county constituted the largest
concentration of Croatians in Nevada before or since. By 1880 there
were fewer than two thousand people remaining in the entire county
and no trace of the Croatians was to be found.
Throughout the late nineteenth century, Croatian activity was
recorded in Esmeralda County, especially the Silver Peak district.
One of the better known Croatians in that region was a Dalmatian
named John Chiatovich . He too came from San Francisco looking for
silver and found it in the cash register rather than the ground. He
established a mercantile business in Silver Peak and by 1869 had
saved enough money to purchase the Mary Mine . As other miners
withdrew, he acquired a beautiful ranch in Fish Lake Valley. By 1904
his mine was described as the best operation in the district and he
soon added a stamping mill at Silver Peak and the first cyanide plant
in the western United States:" Upon his death in 1907, he left a large
family and many friends whom he had assisted in coming to America
and many Croatian names can be found in Esmeralda County even
today.
In other parts of Nevada, it is difficult to find a town, and
impossible to find a county that did not serve as home to Croatians at
one time or another. In 1894 John Gregovich, a native of Pastrovich,
Dalmatia was elected to the Nevada State Senate where he served two
terms . A number of other Croatians became prominent civic and
governmental leaders during Nevada's early years . Yet many
Croatians, miners and businessmen, left Nevada as quickly as they
had come when the main silver centers gave out. By 1900 there were
fewer than 43,000 people in the entire state of Nevada and what little
community may have existed among the Croatians had totally
disappeared by the turn of the century.
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The early twentieth century saw several new strikes in Nevada
which in turn drew new immigrants to the western fields. But those
Croatians who came after 1900 were very different from those earlier
miners and settlers. For the most part they were from the rugged
interior of Croatia rather than the Dalmatian coast and most were
unskilled laborers; a simple people, few prospered in business as had
their Dalmatian predecessors. Unlike the civic leaders and founding
fathers ofthe 1870s, the new Croatian's name was to be found only in
records of mine deaths, shoot-outs and saloon brawls. Finally, they
differed in the very important aspect of ethnic awareness - Croatian
nationalism was beginning to take hold in the homeland . There were
few "Slavonians", "Dalmatians" or "Illyrians" in this group , only
"Croats" or in their native language "Hrvati" . Where older
Croatians had worked hand-in-hand with Serbs and other groups, the
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"new wave" were often at odds with Serbian miners, as well as
Chinese, Italians, Irish or any other group who competed with them
in the field of cheap labor for the mines .
Like the Croatian coal miners of Pennsylvania, the life of the
immigrant miner in Nevada was harsh at best. In some cases it was
"first wave" Croatians who were the worst abusers of the new
arrivals . A major dispute erupted in the city of Tonopah in 1907 when
both the Tonopah Daily Sun and the Tonopah Bonanza charged
George Davidovich, a well known Croatian businessman with
importing large numbers of "Slav foreigners" to work in the mines.
The local newspapers saw in this a threat to "American" miners and
noted that, '' ... the employment of non English speaking foreigners is
bad for Tonopah ... ''"In 1914, the Nevada Legislature went so far as
to pass a law making it mandatory for miners to speak and read
English. The Nevada Supreme Court struck down the law within a
month.
As the backbone of the mining industry, the Croatians, Serbians,
Italians and Greeks did join forces to strive for better working
conditions and all were persecuted during the early years of the labor
movement in the mines. Despite the membership of many in the
Mine Mill and Smeltermen's Union during the 1920s, it was not until
the New Deal that true change for the better took place in the mines .
By 1930 the "second boom" had died in Nevada and for the first
time in Nevada's history emigration exceeded immigration . Many
Croatians and Serbians returned to what they felt would be an
improved life in a new country called Jugoslavia. At the same time
greater pressure toward " Americanism" was brought to bear
throughout the United States and especially in Nevada which is
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known for its strong national and regional pride . The pull toward
assimilation was great and with the exception of a few older Croatians
in White Pine County, most Nevada Croatians severed all ties with
their past and heritage . According to the last census there were 175
foreign born "Jugoslavs" living in Nevada and perhaps a thousand
second and third generation Croatians and Serbians scattered
throughout the state . The only recognizable signs of their presence
are the yearly Jugoslav reunions in Reno and the White Pine Salvic
Club. Both are sparsely attended.
There are today more than 125,000 people of Croatian heritage
living in California and Nevada.'• They are a quiet minority; a small
group of people from a small, seldom-heard of nation without a state.
Yet they have made a giant contribution to the unique way of life
which is the West. Numbers of people, dollars or organizations serve
as a poor yardstick of human worth. The Croatian contribution to
California, Nevada, indeed to America, is one of individuals. The
dynamic young legislator, the ancient vineyardist, the miner and the
banker are each linked by a common heritage but are as diverse as
America itself. Therein is the beauty and the soul of the Croatian
contribution to America and to the world.
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Ana S. and Milton Wo/fski/1 of Los Angeles are pictured on the left in
the picture above. On the right are John R. and Susan Wo/fskill, of
Winters.
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by Anne Foster Baird
Joseph Wolfskill fled his native Germany in 1742, during the reign
of Frederick the Great. Frederick had drafted Jos~ph's six older
brothers into his famous Potsdam regiment of tall men. Joseph, tall
and broad like his brothers, knew he was next on the list. To avoid
conscription , the determined young man crossed the Atlantic to
Penn sylvania, where he married Margaret Smith. As improbable as it
seems , Joseph and Margaret Wolfskill made a sizable contribution to
California history. Their son, Joseph Junior, married Sarah Reid in
Boonesborough, Kentucky. Five of the sons of that union became
California pioneers.
The first to settle in California was William Wolfskill, Joseph
Junior and Sarah's firstborn son . A native Kentuckian, he hunted and
trapped throughout the southwest until1831. That year he led a party
of trappers and traders from Santa Fe, New Mexico, to Los Angeles,
California, opening up the westward route which was thereafter
called the Old Spanish Trail.' Seeing the beauty and richness of the
land surrounding Los Angeles, he abandoned his wanderings and
settled near the Los Angeles River . While in New Mexico, William
had become a Roman Catholic and a Mexican citizen. According to
Mexican law, his citizenship made him ,eligible for a land grant, so he
was able to obtain enough acreage for a rancho . He married Maria
Magdalena Lugo, a local aristocrat, with whom he had five children.
William's great interest lay in horticulture. He planted his first
vineyard in 1838, and his first orange orchard in 1841. Until his death
in 1866, he was actively involved in these agricultural pursuits . '
In February of 1838 William's brother John Reid Wolfskill joined
him in Los Angeles. William was pleased to see his brother, and soon
put him to work in the orchards and fields .
By 1840 the Wolfskill ranch in Los Angeles had become a center of agricultural activity,
but John Wolfskill was not exactly satisfied to devote all of his time to his brother's
ever-expanding fields. Being an ardent agriculturalist himself, he was eager to
experiment with other varieties of plants and in new methods of cultivation. It was his
great ambition to have a ranch of his own, but the majority of good land in Southern
California had already been granted to a Lugo, a Domingues, a Verdugo or one of the
other early Spanish families.'

Then a friend, Juan Jose Warner, told the Wolfskill brothers the
story of a trip Warner had made with trapper Ewing Young into
Northern California. The party had camped on the banks of Putah
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Creek in search of beaver. Warner described in glowing detail the
beauty of the place, which lay on the western side of the Sacramento
Valley, up against the coast range, along the boundary between the
present-day Solano and Yolo counties.'
John Reid Wolfskill was intrigued by the story . Although he and
his brother William were on the best of terms, he was thrilled at the
idea of obtaining and farming his own land. Independent and
adventurous like the rest of the Wolfskills, John set out for Northern
California to see Putah Creek for himself. On his way, he prudently
stopped at the town of Sonoma to ask Mexican General Mariano
Vallejo's permission to visit the land . Vallejo, in charge of the district
west of the Sacramento River and north of San Francisco Bay,
granted Wolfskill's request, although he made it clear that without
Mexican citizenship John could be granted no land . Undaunted, John
W olfskill visited the Putah Creek area anyway. What he saw
delighted him .
The area was slightly higher than the surrounding valley floor and the constant source
of water provided by the creek - a crucial factor to any agriculture - was plentiful.
Wolfskill relied on the presence of wild oats as an indication of soil fertility and w'a ter
distribution. •

From the moment he saw the land, John Wolfskill wanted it. He
immediately began a campaign of acquisition which lasted for two
years . By himself and with the aid of his friends, Wolfskill repeatedly
petitioned General Vallejo for a land grant. Finally, Vallejo gave in, at
least in part . On 24 May 1842 Mexican Governor Juan Bautista de
Alvarado, at Vallejo's request, conveyed a grant of over 17,750 acres
on both sides of Putah Creek - not to John Wolfskill, but to his
brother William . William, as a naturalized Mexican citizen, held title
to the land until 1849, when half was granted to John in his own
name. '
As far as John was concerned, however, the land belonged to him,
not to his brother. As soon as the grant became a reality, John
collected his horses, oxen, and a herd of cattle and headed northward
to his new ranch, called in Spanish "Rancho Rio de los Putos."
When he finally appeared on the banks ofthe Rio de los Putos, he was in the midst of a
dense wilderness filled with fierce and dangerous animals. The first night of
Wolfskill's residence on his estate was in a big tree with bears, panthers and other too
friendly carnivora prowling and howling around his bedroom or roosting-place. But
John Wolfskill was not the kind of man to shun the perils of the wild. and his deadly
rifle soon cleared out the bands of bears and other original claimants.'

Because his livestock were incapable of sleeping in trees to avoid
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being eaten, Wolfskill worked quickly to rid his property of the
carnivores . Soon he had a comfortable little settlement in the
wilderness, with a mud and reed shack for a home . He planted fruit
trees, vines, and grain, and irrigated them by hauling water in
buckets from Putah Creek . John did most of the work himself, helped
by the occasional trapper who came through the area, and by the local
Indians.'
In 1844 Manuel Vaca, whose land was directly south of John
Wolfskill's conspired with the new governor, Manuel Micheltorena,
to take over Wolfskill's grant. The land closest to Putah Creek was
much more productive than Vaca's own, and Vaca wanted it badly
enough to have Wolfskill evicted from his own property. In the midst
of the ensuring legal squabble, war broke out between the United
States and Mexico. Wolfskill soon went off to serve with Captain John
C. Fremont, and " ... was with him during all his troubles ... "''•
When Wolfskill returned to Putah Creek, he found his solitary
existance at an end . The man whose nearest neighbors were Vaca to
the south, George Yount at Napa, John Sutter at Sacramento, and
John Marsh near Mount Diablo, heartily welcomed other pioneers to
the area. The first of these was Samuel McMahan, who bought some
land from Wolfskill and settled down nearby. Another was John
Knight, who with his wife Carmel Arcilla operated the ferry o.n the
Sacramento River northeast of Wolfskill's property, at Knight's
Landing . Late one evening at the Ferry, in March of 1848, Knight was
murdered and robbed . Carmel, uninterested in joining her husband
in the hereafter, escaped from her assailants, fled to Wolfskill's and
remained there. She bore John one son, Edward, before her death in
an accident while "Ned" was still a child ."
By the time gold was discovered in California, John Wolfskill's
fields and orchards had become highly productive. Wolfskill realized
that the vast numbers of people pouring into the area would need
food, so he shipped his fresh fruit to Sacramento and sold it at a
handsome profit." From that time on he found a ready market for all
the fruit he could raise.
John Wolfskill was a generous man. He greeted each settler who
came to the Putah Creek area with enthusiasm, and with offers of
seeds or cuttings from his own land . Perhaps because of his own
difficulty in obtaining a rancho, he was happy to sell land to
newcomers. He was generous to all who came, but especially so to his
own relatives. John's brother Mathus and his wife, Pamela Ashcroft,
reached California in September of 1850. They built an adobe house
to the east of John's own home. John helped them farm until 1865,
when they sold their land to Theodore Winters and soon afterwards
moved to Suisun township."
Milton Wolfskill, the youngest brother, came overland to California
with a party of gold-seekers . He married Anna Sweany in Solano
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Sarchel Wo/fski/1 and Margaret Ann Haley Wo/fski/1
County and in 1858 built a house far up Putah Creek, near the gap in
the coast range leading to Berryessa Valley . Anna and Milton lived
there until 1837, when they sold their land and moved to Texas."
In 1852 Sarchel W olfskill and his wife Margaret Ann Haley left
Missouri with their sons Joseph and Milton. While crossing the
isthmus at Nicaragua the younger boy, Milton, was stricken with a
tropical disease and died . Margaret, called "Peggy" by the family,
was a strong and courageous person. She did not collapse or consider
returning to Missouri. The child was buried, and the family went on
toward California. When they reached the Pacific coast, they found
that their sh ip had departed without them. Discouraged, they waited
weeks for another steamer. When it finally arrived they learned the
ship they missed had never arrived in California, but was lost at
sea."Thankful to be alive, the little family finally arrived at John
Wolfskill's ranch. John gave Sarchel 1200 acres of land to the west of
John' s residence on the south side of Putah Creek.
Sarchel, Peggy and Joe lived with John and his family for
twenty-two years . During that time John married Susan Cooper,
erected a fine stone house, and lined his long and imposing driveway
with olive trees. Susan and John had three daughters, all of whom
were graduated from the Benicia Academy for Young Ladies ." In 1874
Sarchel and Peggy erected and occupied a frame house on their own
land . They had ten more children in California, and raised all but one
of them. They farmed as John did, growing olives, figs, oranges,
apricots, and nuts. A family story relates that Peggy Wolfskill filled
her pockets with walnuts in Missouri, and these nuts, planted in
California, began the walnut groves around Putah Creek which still
survive today."
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The settlers along Putah Creek formed a happy and prosperous
community . Experimenting with different agricultural products, they
discovered that the climate caused fruits to ripen more than a month
earlier than those grown in Southern California . These early fruits
made an excellent profit when sold to city-dwellers in Sacramento and
the San Francisco Bay Area." By 1870 the total assets of John
W olfskill alone were estimated at $190,000 ."
In 1869 the Vaca Valley and Clear Lake Railroad reached the town
of Elmira, four and a half miles south of Putah Creek. Soon there was
talk of extending the tracks even closer to the rich orchards and
vineyards surrounding the creek. By this time Mathus and Pamela
Wolfskill had sold their land to a man named Theodore Winters, a
resident of the Carson Valley in Nevada. Winters had built up a
thriving freight business in California and Nevada during the gold
rush days . Because his hobby was race horses, he bought land in the
moderate climate of Putah Creek on which to raise the delicate
creatures. Seeing in the railroad a convenient method of transporting
his horses, he cheerfully donated 40 acres on the north side of the
creek to the railroad . A local man named D.P. Edwards donated an
additional 40 acres of adjoining land.'"
A town was established on these 80 acres in May of 1975. The first
train came through in August that same year . Six months later the
town contained one hundred houses and five hundreds residents. In a
year it had hotels, churches, businesses, the inevitable saloons, and a
racetrack for Theodore Winters' horses." Of course, the town was
called Winters. The Wolfskill brothers, as far as can be determined,
were not among the people who considered that it should have been
called Wolfskill. Modest and unassuming, with a railroad at their
doorstep and a new town just down the road, they were content. John
and Susan, Sarchel and Peggy became loved and respected leaders in
the new community. They helped establish churches and schools, and
welcomed all newcomers with open hands and hearts.
One of the people they welcomed was an itinerant Presbyterian
preacher named James Woods. Woods, his wife Eliza, and their four
children had met William Wolfskill in 1854, while Woods was
preaching in Los Angeles . As the other Wolfskills arrived in
California, Woods came to know them also. On one particular
occasion Woods crossed the Sacramento Valley on a scorching
summer day. He had several of his sons with him, and they sought
rest and lodgings at John Wolfskill's rancho. One of the boys,
Samuel, writing his memoirs many years later, vividly remembered
their arrival:
It seemed as if we were in the midst of dreams . The contrast between the drear,

uninhabited spaces through which we had ridden during the wearisome hours of the
day, and the cool of noble trees the breadth of glorious fields, the fragrant breath of
orchards, and the sweetness and perfume of a wilderness of blossoms about the
spacious dwelling rested the senses. 22
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Sam saw John Wolfskill as larger than life, embodying strength,
courage, generosity and kindness beyond the reach of ordinary
people. He thought of Sarchel and Peggy, or "Uncle Sash and Aunt
Peggy" as the whole community called them, the same way. After
resting for awhile at John's house, James Woods and his sons
proceeded to Sarchel's . They had come during the almond harvest.
As they drew near the big frame house they saw Aunt Peggy with a
large group of friends and neighbors sitting under the trees shelling
the nuts. The Woods', invited to join, accepted with pleasure. "A
more delightful day we have never known than that spent among that
happy crowd of almond shellers.' ' 23
At noon all the workers were fed, in two shifts of fifty each.
After dinner under the trees again the merry almond shellers gathered, and someone
said . ''Why can not we have some watermellon?" This was enough for Aunt Peggie,
and a nod to a nearby employee, a whispered order, and within half an hour a monster
wagon. piled high as the sides would hold with watermelons and muskmelons, drawn
by two great mules, arrived, and Aunt Peggie, with a merry twinkle in her gentle eyes,
said. "There, dears . you all can have a slice of melon ." 24

Each person was then given a whole melon to eat. Sam was
profoundly moved by such an exhibition of extravagant generosity.
As he put it, '' ... there was something touching in the splendid
whole-heartedness that could not meet even a request for a mere slice
of melon without delivering a wagonload ." "
Sarchel, John and their wives remained on their ranches near
Winters the rest of their lives . Sarchel died in 1886. An active
member and elder of the local Cumberland Presbyterian Church, his
funeral was conducted by his friend and minister, Rev . H.C. Culton .
The day of Sarchel's burial, Culton wrote in his diary,
Preached funeral sermon of Elder S.C. Wolfskill at the residence from Acts 7:2 - "He
was a faithful man, and feared God." Large procession followed remains to cemetery
where we buried one of the best friends the church ever had - Peace to his ashes!"'

After Sarchel's death, John continued to work his land and to
experiment with new agricultural methods . At the age of eighty, he
told a friend that he preferred the quiet country life to the life of
" .. . excitement of a businessman. ""Wolfskill was, of course, an
excellent horticulturalist and a good businessman as well . Perhaps
people loved him so much because he always considered himself an
ordinary farmer.
John Wolfskill's stone house was destroyed by an earthquake
which hit Winters early on the morning of 23 April 1892. John and
Susan, asleep inside the house, were lucky enough to escape with
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minor bruises. All things considered, Wolfskill seems to have had few
regrets over the destruction of the house, telling the local newspaper
reporter, "I am thankful I am alive . Yes, that is the room, and that
the pile of stone that fell on myself and my wife.'',.
His daughter Frances and her husband Lawrence Wilson
supervised the construction of a new, more elaborate house, with a
central courtyard and walls of murals . Here John and Susan lived
until their deaths. Afterward, Frances administered the estate with
her husband's help. She willed the house and 107 acres surrounding
it to her children, and thereafter to the Department of Pomology,
University of California at Davis."' John Wolfskill would have been
delighted to know that the land was donated for use as an
experimental horticulture station. Although the house was destroyed
by fire years ago, visitors to the experiment station can still see the
great olive trees John planted in 1861 lining the driveway.
Sarchel and Peggy Wolfskill were Cumberland Presbyterians;
Susan Wolfskill was a devout Methodist. Although John Wolfskill
was formally unaffiliated with a church, he did have deep religious
convictions . Throughout his life, his primary concern was the welfare
of his relatives, friends, and neighbors . As much as he loved the rich
land around Putah Creek, he loved his fellow human beings even
more. The verse carved upon his tombstone still stands as testimony
of John Wolfskill's concern for others:
Remember. Youth. as you pass by,
As you are now, so once was I;
As I am now, so you must be,
Prepare for death and eternity. 30
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An Appeal to Los Angeles
In his first pastoral letter after arriving at Santa Barbara, Bishop
Francisco Garcia Diego y Moreno (1785-I846)' announced his
intention of introducing ·'the system of collecting tithes· ''throughout
the new{y-created Diocese of Both Californias.' The Franciscian
prelate implemented the diezmos by a circular letter, on January 20,
1843. reminding his people of their obligation to support the Church
and its ministers.' Therein he defined tithing as the setting aside of a
tenth part from the products of the fields and orchards, the yearly
increase of live-stock and from grapewine, brandy and olive oil, for
the support of divine worship.
Unfortunately, the program was never very successful and even the
small amounts realized were ''given grudgingly by most settlers, and
denied altogether by not a few . '''Even the bishop himself was forced
to admit that the income was insignificant in comparison to the
trouble involved in collecting the funds.'
With the prelate's death, on April 30, 1846, his close friend and
secretary, Fray Jose Maria de Jesus Gonzalez Rubio (1804-1875)
became Administrator for the Diocese of Both Californias, ·'a post he
held with distinction until the arrival of Bishop Jo seph Sadoc
Alemany in 1850. "'
Gonzalez Rubio ·'administered the diocese in a most difficult and
trying period. '·• When conditions in the already-depleted jurisdiction
worsened. the zealous friar desparately attempted to reactivate his
predecessor's diezmos system. On July 14, 1848, he issued a
seventeen page pastoral letter outlining the need for and use of
tithing.•
An earlier version of that pastoral was recently acquired by the
Chancery Archives for the Archdiocese of Los Angeles through the
generosity ofM sgr. Vincent Lloyd-Russell. Considerably shorter, the
remarkably-preserved holograph was written on both sides of seven
leaves (13 x 8%). It was offered for sale by the late Robert Bennett,
who had acquired it and numerous other ealy California ecclesial
documents from the shadowy but ever-fascinating one-time cleric,
Emile Valton (1873-1963). There's no way of determining anything
more of the document's provenance except to say that it was unknown
to all previous historians of the era.
Written at Santa Barbara, on June 20, 1848, the letter or
·'exhortation'' was addressed to the residents of the Pueblo de
Nuestra Senora de los Angeles. Its tran slation here confirms the
observation of James Allen Hardie that Fray Jose Maria de Jesus
Gonzalez Rubio was ·'an enlightened and highly educated man, of
more than ordinary talents ... ,.
Rev. FrancisJ. Weber
Archivist
Archdiocese ofLos Angeles
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Reverend Friar Jose Marla de Jesus Gonzalez Rubio, Preacher and
Missionary Apostolic, of the Regular Observance of our Holy Father,
Saint Francis , Vicar Capitular and Administrator of the Vacant
Bishopric of Both Californias .
To all the residents of the Pueblo and Jurisdiction [of Nuestra
Senora de] los Angeles, health and peace in Our Lord Jesus Christ.
With a grief-stricken heart we have observed, in recent years, that
some are negligent in paying the tithes, that others pay them only
grudingly and that many obstinately refuse to even acknowledge the
obligation . My good people, this most serious attitude cannot be
condoned. With this communication, our fatherly voice ever-sogently seeks to inspire , instruct and recall your obligations, while
pointing out the grevious consequences for those who refuse to
comply .
As God is our witness, this paternal counsel is not in any way the
desire for personal gain . Bound by religious vows, we are poor by
profession. We are accustomed to all manner of privations and lack
the slightest concern for our own comfort or welfare. And even if you
persist in not paying the tithes, as you have until now, we are
confident that Almighty God will somehow provide whatever is
necessary to sustain our own temporal life . At the same time, those
who ignore our plea are risking their salvation, for a likely result will
be the gradual diminution of divine worship, along with a lessening
number of priests empowered to absolve your sins at the hour of
death . It is our fervent wish of avoiding such a misfortune that
motivates thi s exhortation. Please listen attentively to it.
It is a religious obligation incumbent upon every creature to
recognize God's supreme dominion . Failure to comply reduces a
person to the level of mere beasts. Such individuals are worse offthan
savages who, in their own crude way, give universal testimony to the
Deity. The just Abel and all the ancient patriarchs, guided only by the
light of reason, complied with their innate craving to sacrifice the best
of their earthly goods. It was the Lord Himself who decreed: "Mine is
the whole earth and everything that fills it . You will set aside the
tenth part of all your fruits and cattle . "
That precept, imposed on the People of God in the written law,
indicated what percentage the Lord wanted for the support of divine
worship. Now, in the new covenant of g race, in which mankind has
been elevated to a much loftier dignity, can they be less obliged than
their forebears in providing for religious services? Certainly not. Our
obligation must correspond to the magnitude of His bounty. Recall
that you are a holy people, redeemed by the Blood of the Savior and
called to a higher level of perfection . Hence, your care in providing
for divine worship must be proportionately more generous than that
exhibited by the patriarchs of the Old Law . If you dare not listen to
the dictates of reason, religion and conscience concerning these
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obligations, your attitude will surely place you in imminent danger of
eternal punishment.
Beyond that, my good people of Nuestra Senora de los Angeles,
you are aware that it was a legitimate use of divine authority that
prompted the Church to legislate the payment of tithes. It is a
universally recognized precept that Catholics attend Mass on
Sundays and holy days, confess their mortal sins annually, receive
the Holy Eucharist during the Easter season and fast at designated
times . Also binding, under penalty of sin, is the mandate of tithing .
Anything less would deny God the tribute due Him as Creator.
Refusal to return a small part of His generous bounty bespeaks the
worst kind of ingratitude . And, what is more , it would amount to
cooperating in the destruction of religion, since the Church would not
be able to provide the personnel and services necessary for divine
worship .
· These observations being what they are, one can only wonder why
so many continue to offend God and endanger their souls, either by
refusing to pay the tithes or doing so hesitatingly. The fact is, my
good people, that many are so blinded by avarice, that they not only
avoid giving their proper share, but even resort to fraud and injustice
toward others. Those same individuals only satisfy their legitimate
debts when forced to do so. And since there is, in this Diocese of Both
Californias, no such enforcement personnel, they rarely, if ever,
comply with the mandate of supporting the Church .
Certain persons are such slaves to vice as to never tithe. Though
they have funds aplenty for gambling, dancing, partying, drunkeness
and the like, they seemingly have nothing for God .
We observe still others who avoid such commonly degrading and
gross vices as those mentioned above, but who are so corrupted by
human pride that even worldly riches fail to bring them happiness.
There is far too much expended on unnecessary and superfluous items
like housing and furnishing. People are not justified in avoiding their
spiritual obligations just because they are burdened with other
expenses.
There may well be among us some whose reading of impious and
anti-religious books has convinced them that tithing is unjust, cruel
and ruinous to agriculture . With that pretense, they not only fail to
tithe personally, but even encourage friends to follow their example.
What reason can there be for such an ill -advised refusal to support
the Church? Do not those persons stain their souls with sin and thus
expose themselves to eternal condemnation? For them, there appears
to be no law greater that their own convictions .
Oh, my dear people, if there be such persons among those in the
Pueblo de Nuestra Senora de los Angeles, I would beg them, in the
name of Our Lord's Precious Blood, to rectify their behavior . Give to
God what is His, for only then will He bestow an abundance of graces
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and temporal blessings. And it is important that such actions be
properly motivated. Recall the scriptural example about the two
brothers, Abel and Cain . They were among the first to inhabit the
world and although not as yet bound by evangelical perfection or the
observance of ecclesiastical laws, they recognized their obligations of
sacrificing to God the best of their fruits and cattle. Both brothers
offered their gifts at the same time, but note the difference . Abel
gave them willingly, and Cain with reluctance . For that, the one was
blessed and the other turned away. Now, my beloved people, you are
called to a greater perfection than Cain . Can you expect God's
blessings if you refuse to give or do so unwillingly? On the contrary,
such an attitude will incur the judgement of God .
It is not only the bad Christians who are failing to tithe . Many who
boast about being good Catholics, virtuous persons and outstanding
citizens rarely tithe or do so scantily. They apparently feel that tithing
is a voluntary alms and hence they give it arbitrarily, whenever and
wherever they like and without any remorse of conscience. And when
they reduce their tithe, become delinquent or omit it altogether, they
invariably forgive themselves on the grounds that poverty has
befallen their family. I would have you know that such excuses were
specifically invalidated by the eighth session of the Council of
Constance .
My office obliges me to tell you that neither the most acceptable
authors, nor the writings of the Fathers, nor those of the Roman
Pontiffs nor the conciliar documents have ever equated tithes with
alms. In fact, just the opposite is the case. It has been universally
taught that tithing is a greviously-binding precept, a necessary
obligation and an indispensable requisite for ecclesial worship .
Without it or its equivalent, religion and divine worship must
necessarily cease . That's why certain writers, even some saints,
regard tithing as a divine precept . Whether it is a positive, divine or
ecclesiastical law has yet to be clarified. But that factor is not relevant
to the present situation . Obliged to satisfy ecclesiastical as well as
divine laws, it really makes little practical difference into which
category the obligation falls .
My personal interpretation is that of the Angelic Doctor, Saint
Thomas, who says that ''paying tithes in the Old Law was partly
natural and partly judicial precept.'' Reason dictates that those who
care for public worship should receive whatever is necessary for
sustenance, in much the same way as those who watch out for the
civil realm receive their living. This is alluded to by the apostle, in his
letter to the Church at Corinth: ''Whoever wages war at his personal
expense? Or who plants a vine and then doesn't eat its fruits?"
The theologian continues: "The determination of the share
extended to ministers derives from divine positive law and should be
proportionate to the condition of the people on whom the law is
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placed . Since the populace of the Old Testament were divided into
twelve tribes, those of the last, the Levites, were completely
consecrated to divine services. Lacking any provisions for support, it
was agreed that the other tribes would set aside for the Levites a
tenth of their produce so that they might live in an honorable
manner.''
Then the holy scribes treates the tithes established in the Christian
era: ''The determination of paying tithes was instituted by the
Church, according to local practices, because the people of the New
Law could not give less to God than was given by those of earlier
times . If your justice does not surpass that of the scribes and
pharisees, you won't enter the kingdom of heaven . The ministers of
the New Covenant surely surpass, in dignity, those of the Old .
In another place, the Angelic Doctor says that the precept of paying
tithes is a moral obligation, insofar as those who are dedicated to
God's ministry should be supported in a way similar to those who
serve the civil realm. Under this aspect it is proposed as a precept of
the New Testament, for the Lord declared that a worker deserves his
sustenance . The apostle wrote that the Lord wanted those who
perform the Gospel and serve at the altar to be supported thereby.
The actual percentage does not derive from the natural law or from a
moral precept, but is ceremonial and judicial. It was a convenient
determination for arriving at a figure for support. It pertains to both
the New and the Old Law since each required ministers who, in
return, needed a reasonable means of sustenance.
Any legislator must anchor positive laws to the natural law, for the
former has no validity apart from the latter. The natural law dictates,
for example, that a wrongdoer should be punished, but leaves the
positive law with the task of determining how, when and to what
extent the punishment is to be applied. Since the Church has the
authority of creating laws pertaining to God's worship, it also
possesses the right of stipulating the precise measure which its
adherants ought to provide for ministers and services. And so there
would be a uniformity of practice between the Old and New
Covenants, the Church adopted the percentage used in the former .
While the teaching of Saint Thomas is really quite benevolent, yet
the Angelic Doctor stresses that tithing is anything but a voluntary
offering or an arbitrary alms . Rather, it is a sacred and indispensable
obligation, anchored to the natural and divine law, which demands
that public worship be supported and its ministers decently
maintained. Only the designation of the tenth part is ecclesiallaw and
that determination can be increased, lessened or even held in
abeyance as circumstances demand.
In those places where the Church has no outside income, as is the
case in the Californias, tithing cannot be looked upon as an alms and
thus left to the discretion of the giver. No, it is a sacred obligation, a
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serious precept whose fulfillment binds under pain of sin . And so
fully does that obligation bind that the Church, in accordance with the
decrees of many Roman Pontiffs and the canons of several conciliar
councils , considers violators liable to the severe pain of excommunication. The Council of Trent, just to cite the most recent ecumenical
body, said those who, by any means whatsoever, withhold their just
tithes or fearlessly appropriate them to their personal use, sin
gravely . Inasmuch as tithes are owed to God, those who default or
encourage others to do so, take what is not theirs . Trent further
stipulates that such offenders cannot be reconciled until they have
made complete restitution.
This, my dear people, is a synopsis of tithing, along with the
penalty for those who flaunt ecclesiallegislation. Both the law and the
punishment are imposed by the Church under the protection and
guidance of the Holy Spirit. All believers, by express command of
Jesus Christ, are obliged to obey the Church . Note, if you will, how
the Council of Trent states that paying the tithes is owed to God. That
has been the constant teaching of the Church . At an earlier council,
the obligation was verbalized as if God were talking to the whole
world :

Oh men , the earth which you till belongs to Me . Mine are the grains that you plant, the
animals you work and the sun that illuminates and warms you. And if all belongs to
Me. one ought to take no more than a single share, leaving the other nine to Me. Yet,
as is My prerogative, I leave nine for you and ask only one in return. But do give Me
that tenth or I will take away the other nine. Be assured that if you satisfy this
obligation, I will multiply what remains.

It is only good sense to see that everything comes from and belongs
to God . If the earth gives sustenance, it comes not from man who only
plants and waters, but from God who gives the increment. Yes, He
alone makes the earth to support life; He alone allows the fruits to
grow and ripen; He alone sends or takes away the rains; He alone
multiplies the grain and the cattle. In fine, He is the only source from
whose merciful hand man receives everything he needs. Consequently, to deny the Lord His tenth part is the grossest ingratitude, a
grave crime and a serious sacrilege.
The Council of Trent also teaches that anyone who defaults on
paying the tithes is taking another's property . And such a person is
not only punished with excommunication, but is refused reconciliation until he makes complete restitution. Briefly , the tithe comes
from God, who through the Church has destined it for the support of
divine worship. Therefore, the tiller does not own the tenth part of his
fruits and harvest - it belongs to the Church for whom it was
destined and cannot be alienated.
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I could write a lot more on this point, but already enough has been
said to convince you that the payment of the tithes is not a voluntary
offering, but a just tribute to the Deity. The tithe is not an arbitrary
alms, but a rightful obligation and a most solemn precept couched in
terms of the Law which commands it. Hence, the tithe must be paid
exactly and promptly, without deducting expenses or costs. That
tenth part applies, to everything: the fruits of the gardens and
vineyards and laborers who have looked after the herds of cattle.
He who avoids this obligation in the future or he who fails to make
restitution for his past failures is not only disgraced and unworthy of
receiving final absolution, but must face God with his sins of
disobedience, sacrilege , injustice and scandal, along with the grave
crime of furthering the diminution or religion .
You will recall, my good people, that the religion of Jesus Christ
was sown in this land by many zealous missionaries who, with God's
help, banished the abominable practice of paganism, baptized many
thousands and dedicated to divine worship more than twenty
churches wherein Our Lord has been honored and glorified. And how
was it all done, you may ask. The answer is obvious enough. Your
forefathers witnessed what the missionaries accomplished with the
assistance of the Pious Fund of the Californias . That monetary trust
was established in Mexico by the sacrifice of those concerned with the
conversion of the natives. Once the mission system had been firmly
established, it was maintained mostly by the Indians who fulfilled
their tasks of building and enriching churches and supporting their
ministers on the part of the commonweal. Today circumstances have
changed. The Pious Fund no' longer exists and the Missions have
been destroyed and the Indians de-populated and defrauded.
Presently, the non-Indian population accounts for the major part of
California's population. They are the ones who possess lands,
vineyards, laborers, cattle, houses and goods. Consequently, just as
times have changed, so must obligations.
All Christians, be they white, red or whatever, are obliged to make
provisions for divine worship, but as long as the whites in California
were few in number and poor in resources, the Church did not
demand anything from them because there were Indians enough to
provide whatever was needed. But today, that scene is totally
reversed . There are only small clusters of Indians left. The majority of
the population is white and many of them are rich or at least
comfortable . The obligation then of looking after divine worship and
its ministers has obviously shifted to them. And it behooves them to
meet that challenge with dispatch .
Those who faithfully pay the tithes satisfy the precept that every
Christian owes to God as His Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer. The
Lord is generous in return and will bestow upon such persons all
manner of temporal blessings. And with the payment of the tithes,
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the few remaining priests will be able to support themselves and
begin providing facilities whereby young men of the next generation
can be trained for the ministry. Finally, compliance will enable divine
worship to be supplemented with decorum. God will be honored and
glorified in our churches, zealou s ministers will be available to
perform the sacred liturgies and to instruct the populace in the truths
of salvation.
If only all the Christians in this diocese might hear this plea. The
Church in the Californias, formerly supported by the Pious Fund and
the mission system, presently finds those means utterly depleted . It
resembles a building without foundations or a column without a base .
The whole structure is on the verge of collapse. Languished and
impoverished, the Church is without resources, rents or adequate
clergy. Lacking these things, it cries out for assistance like a dying
mother pleading with her children for nourishment. Will you turn a
deaf ear? I just can't believe that you would . I am persuaded that as
good sons and daughters of the Church, you will come to the rescue.
Your virtues of zeal , constancy and love will inspire you to pay up
your tithes promptly.
Let me assure you that a continuance of the present situation will
spell the ruin for Catholicism in the Californias. And then, woe to you
and your children. Woe to a land without divine worship or religion.
Its people will become like ignorant savages, lacking Church , altar,
priests and religion. May Our Lord not allow such a thing to
transpire! May He close my eyes in death before such a disgrace
befalls this area!
My dear children, be faithful and fervent Christians . Honor God by
the exact fulfillment of His laws, especially those which look to the
maintenance of sacred religion. If you add to your sins the crime of
letting the Church succumb here, of allowing religion to disappear
from this country, of denying her the temporal goods needed to
provide divine worship, support the clergy and establish schools,
then surely the angry heavens will rain down all kinds of evils upon
you. And then, after an unhappy existence, you may well suffer
eternal death.
It is to forestall such a tragedy that I make this exhortation. As your
spiritual Father, I will continue praying that God will fill you with the
graces demanded for these perilous times.
Given at Santa Barbara, on this, the 20th day of June, 1848.
Fr. Jose Maria de Jesus Gonzalez Rubio
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Kenneth M. Johnson

In the two stage occupation of California during the war with
Mexico there were several incidents which have been termed battles,
but which are more accurately described as skirmishes. However
there was one real battle, the Battle of San Pasqual. The first stage of
the conquest was quite peaceful. Without resistance Commodore
John D. Sloat raised the American flag over Monterey, the capital , on
July 7, 1846. On August 17, 1846 military governor, Robert F .
Stockton, was able to state, "The flag of the United States is now
flying from every commanding position in the Territory, and
California is entirely free from Mexican dominion. The Territory of
California now belongs to the United States ." In view of the above
happy situation Kit Carson was on September 5th directed to proceed
to Washington, D.C. by the southern route bearing official
despatches to President Polk, and letters from John C. Fremont to his
wife and to his father -in -law, Senator Thomas H. Benton.
During the time of the activity in California General Stephen Watts
Kearny after his successful campaign in New Mexico was in Santa Fe,
and on September 25, 1846 with five companies of dragoons from The
Army of the West started for California. On October 6th Kearny met
Carson on his way east, and was informed by Carson that the war was
over in California. As a result Kearny sent three companies back.
Carson was also directed to deliver his despatches to another for
delivery to Washington and to act as guide for Kearny on the march
to San Diego. Carson strongly objected to this but finally acquiesced .
Officers with Kearny were captains A.R. Johnson, B.D. Moore, A.J.
Smith, H .S. Turner, and lieutenants John Adams, T.C . Hammond,
John Love and J. McElvain . In addition there were lieutenants
William H. Emory and William H. Warner of the corps of
topographical engineers. The party also included a few specialists
among which were a doctor, John S. Griffen, an artist, John Mix
Stanley, and a farrier. The group with Kearny including dragoons,
volunteers and specialists totaled about 120. Written records of the
expedition were left by Kearny, Emory, Griffen, Turner, Stanley and
Johnson .
While General Kearny and his greatly diminished army were
working their way west things started to fall apart in California.
Lieutenant Archibald H. Gillespie, of the United States Marines, had
been placed in charge at Los Angeles. Allegedly because of his harsh
policies the Californians revolted and Gillespie was forced to retreat
to the coast at San Pedro where he and his small force boarded the
merchant ship Vandalia. In Santa Barbara Lieutenant Theodore
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Talbot headed a small garrison, and here also there was a rebellion by
the native Californians forcing Talbot to flee across the coast range
into the San Joaquin Valley . By the middle of October 1846 the
Californians controlled about all of Southern California creating the
situation which was the start of the second stage in the occupation of
California by the Americans .
Kearny reached the famed oasis of the southern route, Warner's
ranch, on December 2nd with men and animals in poor condition and
with food almost exhausted. A few quotations from the narrative of
Captain Johnson suggest the rather desperate situation . "November
30 - Our men killed a horse today for food, the first animal we have
found necessary to sacrifice for the satisfaction of appetite. Our men
were inspected today . Poor fellows! they are well nigh naked - some
of them barefoot - a sorry looking set. December 2 - Marched at the
usual hour, our animals having spent a bad night from the cold and
bad grass; the few remaining horses, except one, gave out today,
having been purged by the grass, and very much weakened. . . .
Arrived at Warner's ranch very unexpectedly to them. This point is
about 60 miles from San Diego ... " At the ranch food was obtained
and a foraging party was able to secure about one hundred mules and
horses said to belong to Jose Maria Flores, the military chief of the
insurgent Californians . It turned out that most of the horses were
unbroken and were oflittle use . On December 4th in a drenching rain
the march was resumed , and on the 5th a party of about thirty-five
men sent by Commodore Stockton was met . This group was under the
command of Gillespie and Edward F . Beale, an officer on the staff of
Stockton. Also on this day it was ascertained that a group of
Californians were encamped about ten miles distant, and Kearny sent
Lieutenant Hammond and three dragoons to reconnoiter. Hammond
did locate the camp in the valley and Indian village known as San
Pasqua!, but was discovered and had to return before ascertaining
the number of the group or how it was equipped. Regardless of this
lack of information Kearny decided to attack, and the march started
at 2 A.M . on the morning of the sixth to meet the enemy under the
command of Andres Pico. The ensuing battle in a heavy early
morning fog was a nightmare both grotesque and tragic. As already
noted there are several reports of the battle by those who were there .
Selected because it is something of an understatement by one of the
non-combatants, the report by John Mix Stanley follows :
At two o'clock on the morning ofthe 6th the reveille sounded, and at three our force
was formed in the order of battle and the march resumed. We arrived about daylight at
the valley. The enemy were encamped about a mile from the declivity ofthe mountain
over which we came, and as Lieut. Hammond had been discovered on the night
previous, the Californians were waiting in their saddles for our approach.
From a misapprehension of an order, the charge was not made by our whole force, or
with as much precision as was desirable , but the Californians retreated on firing a
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single volley . to an open plain about half a mile distant . Capt. Johnston and one private
were killed in this charge. The retreat of the enemy was followed with spirit by our
troops. skirmishing the distance of half a mile . When they reached the plains. our force
was somewhat scattered by the pursuit. The Californians, taking advantage of this
disorganization, fought with desperation, making great havoc with their lances. It was
a real hand-to-hand fight . a nd lasted half an hour. They were. however, drive n from
the field, with what loss we could not learn . Our loss was severe, seventeen being
killed and fourteen wounded. Among the killed were Capt. Johnston. who led. the
charge of the advance guard , Capt. Benj . Moore and Lieut. Hammond. Gen . Kearny.
Capt. Gillespie and Lieut. Wm . H. Warner were slightly wounded. Several
non-commissioned officers were killed .
We camped on the field and collected the dead . At first, General Kearny thought to
move on the same day. The dead were lashed on mules, and remained two hours , or
more, in that posture . It was a sad and melancholy picture . We soon found , however,
that our wounded were unable to travel. The mules were released of their packs, and
the men engaged in fortifying the place for the night. During the day the enemy were
in sight, curveting their horses. keeping our camp in constant excitement. Three of
Capt. Gillespie's volunteers started with dispatches to Commodore Stockton. The dead
were buried at night, and ambulances made for the wounded; and the next morning we
started in face of the enemy's spies, being then about thirty-eight miles from San
Diego. In our march we were constantly expecting an attack - spies could be seen on
the top of every hill - but with a force of one hundred men, many of whom were
occupied with the care of the wounded , we did not leave our trail.
We had traveled about seven miles, when, just before sunset we were again
attacked. The enemy came charging down the valley; about one hundred men well
mounted . They were about dividing their force , probably with a view of attacking us in
front and rear, when Gen. Kearny ordered his men to take possession of a hill on our
left. The enemy seeing the movement, struck for the same point, reaching it before us,
and as we ascended , they were pouring a very spirited fire upon us from behind the
rocks. They were soon driven from the hill, only one or two being wounded on our
side . Here. therefore, we were compelled to encamp, and also to destroy the most
cumbersome of our camp equipage. A white flag was sent to Senor Pico, the
Californian commandant , and an exchange of prisoners effected - our bearers of
disptaches having been intercepted by the enemy. We were fortunate in getting an
express through to San Diego for a reinforcement, and at the expiration of four days,
during which we lived on the meat of mules, horses and colts, without bread or other
condiment, we were joined by a reinforcement of two hundred men. and on the 11th of
December resumed our march . Not a Californian was to be seen , as we proceeded, and
on the 12th we reached San Diego, and received from the officers a hearty welcome.

Although actual hand to hand fighting lasted for a very short time,
it was savage while it went on; it was also confused. Every story of the
battle varies in detail. Some of the reports, as above, say seventeen
were killed, others put the number at eighteen killed in the field with
four more dying in a few days from wounds . Only two Americans died
from gun shot wounds; all the others from saber cuts and lance
thrusts. Some say four or five Californians were killed, others say
none. The number of the enemy is reported in some stories as about
180, while others give the figure of 80. Kearny had two howitzers, one
of which was captured by the enemy. One informant states the mules
hauling the gun became frightened and ran away. Another states the
Californians lassoed the mules . The stories also vary about the
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weather. Apparently there was a heavy fog called by some as rain.
However all agree that it was intensely cold; based on the time of year
and location it was undoubtedly freezing .
One cannot avoid the question of why Kearny ordered the attack
when it appears that if he maintained a compact group he could have
proceeded to San Diego without molestation . Kearny must have
known that : he did not know the number or armament of the enemy;
the enemy had been alerted: the Californians were skilled horsemen
with the finest mounts; his men had only worn out mules and
fractious horses; his men were at the end of a punishing thousand
mile trek and because of the heavy rains of the day before
ammunition was damp and many firearms were inoperable . Although
it must remain a matter of conjecture three answers have been
suggested : Kearny was somewhat vain and desired to reach San
Diego as a conquering hero; Kearny and his men felt frustrated, they
had come to fight but were told by Carson that the fighting was over
and here was an unexpected chance to engage in what they had come
for; Carson told Kearny that the Californians would not fight . My own
conclusion is that Kearny's judgment was bad; his military record
was of the highest quality before and after this incident, and it can be
said that everyone is entitled to one mistake. The battle of San
Pasqua! also provided a fine example of the military mind at work .
Kearny in his report to the Adjutant-General at Washington, D.C.
said:
The great number of our killed and wounded proves that our officers and men have
fully sustained the high character and reputation of our troops; and the victory thus
gained over more than double our force. may assist in forming the wreath of our
national glory.

It would appear fortunate that there were no more victories like this
one .
A few more facts are presented to complete the picture. Kearny
and Stockton, after two minor skirmishes reoccupied Los Angeles on
January 10, 1847. Pico and his forces surrendered to Captain John C.
Fremont at the Cuhuenga rancho just north of Los Angeles on
January 12th, and returned to Fremont the howitzer captured at San
Pasqua!. Thus ended the second phase of the occupation, and the war
in California was now over.

372

Bibliographical Note
Emory, William H., Notes of a Military Reconnaissance from Fort Leavenworth, in
Missouri to San Diego, in California; 30th Congress- First Session Ex. Doc. No. 41.
Washington, D.C.. 1848, Serial No. 517. Emory was the official diarist of the Army of
the West. This volume also contains the reports of Lieutenant J. W . Albert, Major P.
St. George Cooke, and Captain A.R. Johnston; only the latter was with Kearny and , of
course. his report ends on December 4, 1846. There was also a Senate printing of
Emory's report without the others. 30th Congress - 1st Session. Senate Executive, No.
7, Washington, D.C . 1848, Serial No. 505 .
Connelley, William E .. War with Mexico, 1846-1847 - Doniphan's Expedition and
the Conquest of New Mexico and California, Kansas City, Mo., 1907. This is a valuable
compilation and contains a reprint of. Doniphan's Expedition by John T. Hughes,
Cincinnati, Ohio , 1848 in which is found the report by John Mix Stanley.
Cutts. James Madison, The Conquest of California and New Mexico, Philadelphia.
1847. A basic book on its subject containing important source material.
Griffen, John S. M.D., A Doctor Comes to California, San Francisco, California
Historical Society, 1943. The best report of Kearny's march by an intelligent doctor of
medicine, edited and with notes by George Walcott Ames. Jr . and George D. Lyman,
M .D.
Todd, Charles Burr. The Battles of San Pasqua!, Pomona, California, 1925. This little
pamphlet (23 pages) reprints the Kearny and Emory descriptions of the battle; it also
contains a road map showing how to reach the site fifty years ago.
Woodward, Arthur, Lances at San Pasqua!, San Francisco, California Historical
Society, 1948. This is by far the best and most extensive treatment of the battle.

CHRISTMAS DAY IN A CALIFORNIA MINER'S CABIN, 1850

Courle ~ y

of C. Martin Collection

Sru<~rl l i br<~ry

Season~s

of

Wc ~ tcrn

Americana

Greetings

from the Staff of
The Pacific Historian

373

The Development of Landlord and
Tenant law in Frontier California,
1850-1865
Gordon Morris Bakken

While historians have paid attention to California settlement
patterns, tenancy, and land law, the development of landlord and
tenant law largely has been neglected .' The period 1850-65 was one
of rapid population growth and movement. Urban growth,
particularly in San Francisco, stimulated tenancy both commercial
and residential. While the English common law contained the
outlines of landlord -tenant relationships, California lawmakers
developed statute and case law to better suit frontier conditions.
Significantly, the law developed more out of urban fact situations
than rural ones.
The California legislature adopted both the English common law
and the Field Code.' An act entitled "An Act Concerning Forcible
Entries and Unlawful Detainer" impacted landlord-tenant relations.'
After three days of unpaid rent, a landlord could issue a written
demand to the holdover tenant to deliver the premises. If the tenant
failed to deliver in three days, the landlord could bring a complaint
before the local justice of the peace demanding delivery and thus
summoning the power of the state to oust the tenant. The act
provided for appeal and even a form for the writ of restitution, the
legal paper issued by the court for ouster by the local sheriff. This act
of 1850 was the basic statute for the period although it was frequently
amended .
The legislative amending process more carefully defined the
various elements of holding over, forcible entry, and unlawful
detainer. Moreover, the legislature increased the specificity of the
procedure . In 1858 the legislature provided that on appeal the
aggrieved party had to post bond and was liable to pay rent for the
period of the appeal. The appeal bond was to cover all court costs and
rent.' The legislative reference to liability for rent was somewhat of a
tacit assumption that the tenant would lose in the justice courts. In
1861 the legislature expanded the extent of damages to include
waste, injury to property plus rents and profits . Moreover, the
landlord was entitled to treble damages. The legislators added a new
section affording landlords the statutory right to change the terms of
a lease by written notice fifteen days before the end of the month.' In
that same session the legislators passed an act "relating to the rights
and duties of landlords and tenants . '' The act provided that landlords
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could terminate tenancies by will or suffrance by written notice. After
notice and one month after service the landlord could enter and
maintain ejectment . If a tenant gave notice to quit and failed to do so,
the landlord was entitled to double rent . Further, the legislators
decreed that ''there shall be no relief in equity against any recovery
had at law" under the act.' In sum, the statutory law to 1861 favored
landlords providing them with procedures and the force of the state to
oust non -paying tenants . With this legislative aid, one would expect
the landlords to have a relatively easy time in court . Such was not
wholly the case.
In the period, 1850-65, the California Supreme Court considered
sixty cases involving the basic landlord and tenant or statutory issues.
Fifty-eight contained purely landlord and tenant issues while the
others considered in the study involved statutory construction . Of the
58 cases, forty-two involved a landlord-tenant plaintiff and
defendant. The remainder involved landlord or tenant versus a third
party. The court reports contained sufficient information to identify
six types of premises : urban land, urban land with a residential
structure, urban land with a commerical structure, non-urban
agricultural land, non-urban land with a residential structure, and
non-urban land with a commercial structure . For the purposes of the
study urban was defined as land and/or structures within the
municipal limits of any city. City size was not a factor.
Urban land and/ or structure cases constituted 73.470% of the
docket with urban land with a commercial structure making up
34.694% of the whole docket. Of the non-urban lands, agricultural
lands cases were the most significant constituting 18.367% of the
total. In twenty-nine of the cases an amount in controversy was
available in the reports . The range was $150 to $80,000 with a mean
of $7,528. 70. Ten of the twenty-nine cases involved $1,000 or less.
In terms of success in litigation, plaintiffs won 58.333% of the time,
defendants 41.667% . Where landlord faced tenant, the landlord
prevailed in 61.905% of the cases, the defendant in 38.095% . The
evidence suggests that the law of landlord and tenant developed from
urban rather than rural fact situations and that the costs of litigation
largely dictated that commercial interests came before the court.
Whether these characteristics of the cases favored landlords and
urban commercial interests over settler interests can be measured in
the development of jurisprudence and legislative responses to
supreme court decisions .
The cases before the California Supreme Court generally involved
some aspect of the lease or the problems of procedure under statute .
The court periodically reminded the parties that writing a lease could
be an exacting task . Referring to contract law principles, the justices
often chided a litigant for not drafting an appropriate instrument.
Where procedures became involved, the court attempted to maintain
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the mechanics of litigation as well as the availability of the process . In
threshing out these basic problems, the court reviewed much of the
social and business climate of frontier California.
The Court broadly interpreted the forcible entry and unlawful
detainer statutes to implement legislative intent and to enable
litigants , particularly tenants , to come before the bench . But the rules
of evidence and procedure controlled. In Reed v. Grant (1854), for
example, a plaintiff alleged a holding over on land without offering
any proof. C.J . Murray brushed the action aside noting that "if this
proof can be dispensed with, then anyone may be called on to answer
. . . "' Similarly. in Hernandex v. Simon (1854). the court only
required a description of land sufficiently definite to enable the
administration of substantial justice. Here a strict legal description of
lands might not be possible because the plaintiff might "be
intimidated by fea r of violence.' ·• The Court also interpreted statute
to cover unlawful entry as well as forcible entry.• But it was not
necessary to prove actual force. The Court held in O'Callaghan v.
Booth (1856) that " threats or menaces of a hostile character, showing
a determination to resort to violence if resistance (was) offered,
(were) all that (was) necessary. " O'Callaghan involved facts
common on the frontier . The defendant was in possession of a town
lot in Sacramento from June of 185 1 until November, 1852 at which
time his store burned down. The plaintiff landowner erected a canvas
house on the back lot . A third party entered under a lease and
partially built another store, but cancelled the lease . The defendant
then rebuilt on the front of the lot. The jury found that plaintiff was in
constructive possession of the lot and the Court gave him judgment
for the trespass . The fluctuation of persons and enterprises at the
mercy of fire and storm was a fact of frontier life .
McCauley v. Weller (1859) involved bizarre facts and found the
state governor as defendant in a forcible entry case. McCauley held a
lease hold interest in San Quentin prison under an assignment of a
1856 contract. Allegations of mismanagement Jed the state
legislature to pass "An Act to provide for the temporary government
ofthe state prison . .. " on February 26, 1858. On March 1, 1858 the
commissioners of the prison forcibly entered and took over the prison .
The Court found this entry and taking to be unconstitutional. Chief
Justice Terry castigated the governor and commissioners for their
acts:
1
"

11

The Act under which defendant justified his entry. made no sort of provision for any
compensation whatever, and was clearly in violation of . .. the Constitution.

Further,
It is well settled, and upon this point there is no conflict of authority, that when private
property is taken for public use, the means of compensating the owner must be
provided before the property can be taken. 12
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Mr. Justice Stephen Field concurred stating that "The purpose for
which premises are leased cannot alter the nature of the leasehold
interest as property. To take such property without compensation is
beyond the reach of legislative power."" But Field was even stronger
stating that
The Legislature cannot take upon itself, nor the officers of the government upon
themselves, to adjudge what right has accrued to the State, and then proceed to
enforce it, anymore than a private citizen . 14

The State was not a law onto itself and as a landlord, it too, had to
abide by the law.
The state tried litigation over the issue again in State v. McCauley
and Tevis (1860) . Field rejected the state claim again noting that
When the State has complied, in good faith , with her own engagements. it will be time
to consider whether she can invoke the interposition of a Court of Equity to cancel her
contract for breaches of its stipulations by the lessee, or those who represent him."

The first case resulted in damages in excess of $12,000 and the
second also was lost, but the law's interests were well served. The
law was applied equally to the state as it was to its citizens.
The Court also had to interpret the Forcible Entry statute to avoid
unreasonable consequences . In Howard v. Valentine (1862) the Court
considered the extent of damages. Mr. Justice Cope for the Court
held that
The effect of this provision (Section 12) is to put rents upon the same footing with other
damages , their amount during the period of detention to be ascertained by estimating
their monthly value . This construction, in the cases provided for in section 13, limits
recovery to rents accruing after the possession of the tenant has become unlawful , and
rents prior to that time are not recoverable.'•

The Court here avoided a limitless claim for damages and in this
particular case, made the most of a bad lease by claiming value for
the full term rather than the term of the breach . Simply, as Courts so
often do in difficult situations, the justices chose to hew out rough
equity depending upon statutory guidance and their reading of the
facts.
Another alternative in search of justice was the application of
common-law principles as well as statutory construction . In Uridias v.
Morrell (1864) the Court faced the problem of a hold-over tenant on
agricultural lands in Santa Clara County. In construing section 13 of
the 1862 Act, Mr. Justice Shafter went to Blackstone's Commentaries
for guidance.
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When a tenant holds over after the expiration of his lease, he is regarded by the
common law as a tenant at suffrance; but this estate may be destroyed whenever the
true owner shall make an actual entry on the lands and oust the tenant; for before entry
he cannot maintain an action for trespass against the tenant by suffrance as he might
against a stranger; and the reason is, because the tenant being by lawful title, the law,
which presumes no wrong in any man, will suppose him to continue upon a title equally
lawful, unless the owner of the land, by some public and avowed act, such as entry is,
will declare his continuance to be tortious."

In so holding, the Court grounded the statutory provision in the
common law giving it both legitimacy of tradition as well as the
developed equities of history. But such application was not always
workable.
In the same session the Court considered another application of
common-law precedent to section 13 . In McGlynn v. Moore (1864) the
Court considered the common-law demands of formal procedure. The
case involved a city lot and warehouse in San Francisco and a
landlord's efforts to work a forfeiture for the non-payment of rent.
Mr. Justice Rhodes for the Court noted that to work such a forfeiture
''the landlord must make the demand with all the strictness required
by the common law." Further, Rhodes reminded plaintiff's attorneys
that
' 'those decisions have been too long recognized as the correct construction of section
13 of the Forcible Entry Act, to be now changed by the Courts; and the rule has, in fact,
been changed by the Legislature since the commencement of this action (See Statutes
1862, p. 420)." 18

The Court clearly found the common-law procedure favorable to the
precision needed in the landlord-tenant relationship. The Court's
afterword on legislation was, moreover, a recognition from the
coordinate branch that such strictness was good public pQlicy.
In addition to statutory construction, the Court also had to interpret
the lease agreements. Here the justices frequently pointed out
deficiencies of language and put the parties on notice to write more
explicit and inclusive agreements . The Court avoided interjecting its
view of leasehold agreements into marketplace situations. Rather the
parties were responsible for their arms-length dealings and the Court
held them to the terms.
In McLarren v. Spalding (1852) the Court confronted a seemingly
unfair situation of a small merchant running a sales stand on the
streets of Sacramento who was forced by city council order to remove
the stand from the sidewalk thereby losing his livelihood but being
held by his landlord for rental of the stand. The Court simply applied
the rule that interference by public authorities with a privilege or
license of a tenant did not amount to an eviction of the part of the
landlord . Mr. Justice Heydenfeldt then looked to the lease.
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The right which the defendant (tenant) purchased or leased, was a mere privilege, or
franchise, held by his lessor, and afterwards by him at the suffrance of the city.
As it was a public street, and the stand was an obstruction to the street, the
defendant was fully chargable with notice of its character, and took it, subject to be
removed at any moment by the action of the city. He therefore took it with that risk,
and as he might have largely profited by its continuance, so he must suffer the loss of
its removal.

While the tenant's livelihood was subject to the city's discretion ,
Heydenfeldt pointed out that the tenant was not totally at the mercy
of the landlord,
for the defendant here might have protected himself by a clause defeating the lease, in
case of the removal of the stand and as he knew that it was subject to removal and did
not do so, the presumption is, that he assumed the risk, and must bear the loss. 19

This final advice was consistent with 19th century contract law and
the general emphasis of law on dealer responsibility for actions in the
marketplace. While such a clause would have afforded a
risk-spreading to the landlord, one wonders whether such leverage
was available to the tenant or, in the alternative, the tenant would
have desired it thereby incurring the increased rental. At the
leasehold rate of $720 per month for six months, it is clear that the
venture was speculative as well as profitable.
Another classic aspect of the 19th century landlord-tenant law was
the fire situation. In Beach v. Farish (1854) the tenant's building
burned down in a Marysville fire, but the landlord held the tenant for
the rent for the whole ofthe term . Mr. Justice Wells in a concurring
opinion extended his sympathy to the tenant as well as some legal
advice,
While it may seem a case of hardship upon the tenant, he covenanted to pay the rent,
and he cannot avoid the covenant. One reason for the introduction of such a clause in
the lease is, to protect the landlord from loss by fire, so that one who had entered into a
lease of the character set forth in the record, could not avoid the same through the
burning of the building, whether occasioned by accident, negligence, or design. The
object of the fire-clause was, that he should guard and protect the building. It was not
intended he should rebuild in case of fire, but that he should pay the rent for the full
term defined in the lease, whether the building was burned or not. The terms are
stringent, but he must abide by them."'

Before the advent of modern fire protection and fire insurance, the
landlord made the tenant a partial insurer for his property. The
tenant had only insurance, self-insurance, or contract term leverage
to avoid this result. None were particularly satisfactory under frontier
conditions.
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Another pitfall for the tenant was the mortgage lender. The case of
Barroilhet v. Battelle (1877) was an example . The case involved a ten
year lease on a brick residence in San Francisco for a rental of $350
per month . The lease contained a five year extension option as well as
a clause giving the lessor two-thirds the value of the house erected by
the tenant . The Court's task was to construe the lease and determine
the effect of the mortgage . The justices found that a party holding
under an assignment of a recorded lease, containing a mortgage
clause, was bound to know the contents thereof, and was subject to
the mortgage, although the instrument was recorded in the book of
leases.
Another case originating in San Francisco illustrates other
problems faced by the Court in commercial leases. In Woodward v.
Payne and Dewey (1860) the owner of th e land leased it to Cook,
Backer and Company for $500 per year for ten years plus a building to
be erected by the lessee. The lessor was to pay the tenant for the
value of the building at the end of term . Cook, Backer and Company
sublet to Woodward, the plaintiff, for $1,500 per year plus a building.
Cook, Backer and Company had erected a building in 1850, but it
burned down in 1851. Woodward put up two buildings and connected
them in 1852. The following year a third building went up on the lot.
Finally, in 1854 Woodward constructed a $50,000 brick building, but
before it was completed the owner sold the property to Payne and
Dewey who refused to pay for the brick building . Woodward built it
despite the refusal and after the owner's lease with Cook, Backer and
Company refused to surrender the building claiming the value of his
improvements.
The Court's main task was construing the term "reasonable
building" in the original lease. Mr. Justice Baldwin for the Court
held that they were bound to give a reasonable interpretation of the
conduct as well as to the contract. But Baldwin could not presume
that the owner ''would have made so unreasonable a disposition of
valuable property" as the plaintiff's attorneys would have had the
Court believe . Further, the owner would not have trusted this lessee
and any number of assignees, during the long period of ten years,
with the power of making contracts for him . Such would have bound
him personally without his control over the nature of the
improvements. Baldwin concluded that "no sane man would make a
~ontract by which he would incure liabilities unlimited in extent, by
the mere acts of agents whose conduct he could not control and of
1
whose names and persons he was ignorant. "' Here the Court did not
find the landlord assuming the risk of his agreements. Rather the
Court looked to what a reasonable man would do under the
circumstances . While the Court in Woodward had precedent to
support its position, one wonders why the landlord did not assume
the risk of his agreement as the tenant did in Beach. A stock answer is
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that the burning of a building was a reasonable fore seeable risk
reflected in the rent while a "reasonable building" was something
the original landlord and tenant understood to be something other
than a $50,000 building not reflected in the rent. The quantum of rent
projected for the term of the lease did not have a reasonable
relationship to the $50,000 building. Hence, the Court in Woodward
found for the landlord . If this quantum theory has validity, the Court
in Woodward had taken a giant step toward socializing the costs and
risks of the landlord-tenant relationship . The "stringent terms" cited
in Beach were not considured to be controlling.
The Court also handled a great number of cases less susceptible to
topical consideration . The leaseholds were primarily urban and the
problems familiar in the annals of landlord and tenant law in
America. While the cases were ordinary in the sense of being familiar
problems, the Court's solutions were geared to establishing
common-law precedents in California jurisprudence and working out
just solutions .
The Court faced the problem of sub -tenancy early . In Pierce v.
Minturn ( 1851) the landlord sought to hold a sub -tenant for the $6,000
yearly rental of San Francisco residential property . The Court
adopted the rule that a sub-tenant could be liable to the original
lessor in an action for use and occupation, or for rent, only for the
time during which the occupancy of the premises by the sub -tenant
continued . This position left the owner of the property with a
proportion of the rent and a remaining action against the tenant . The
sub -tenant was held for only that amount of actual use releasing him
from the onerous burden and allowing him to seek new quarters.
The removal of structures, commonly termed fixture s in legalese,
was another common problem faced early in the Court' s history. In
Whipley v. Dewey (1857) the tenant erected two small hou ses on the
landlord ' s lot with the privilege of removing them during the term of
the lease. The lease was terminated before the end of the term and
the landlord took possession . One of the houses burned and the
tenant sued for its value . Chief Justice Murray for the Court recited
the rules that applied. First, "it is well settled by modern decision,
that a tenant may remove buildings erected by him anytime before
the expiration of the lease . . . " Second, it was equally well settled
that ''a tenant cannot remove erections, made by him on the
premises, after a forfeiture or re-entry for covenant broken ."" Since
the Court found that the tenant had broken the lease, the second rule
clearly applied and he could not recover. The principle was sure . A
tenant who broke the lease forfeited structures insuring for the
landlord increased property value compensating him in whole or in
part for the lost rent .
A not too dissimilar situation gave rise to Lawrence v. Knight
(1858) . The owner of a lot in San Francisco leased it for a seven-year
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term at $350 per month with the tenant being responsible for erecting
buildings on the lot. At the end of the term the lessor was to pay the
tenant the appraised value ofthe buildings. The lease was terminated
for non-payment of rent and the tenant sued to recover the value of
the buildings . Mr. Justice Baldwin for the Court maintained that the
tenant by breaking the lease could not change the terms of the
contract and force the landlord to pay for the present value of the
buildings.
If this were so, all a lessee would have to do , under the contract of this sort, to rid
himself, at any time, of a bad bargain, would be to refuse to pay his rent, and claim at
once payment for his improvements; an operation by which he might make, and could
not lose . 24

Again the justice of the holding was clear. Neither. party originally
intended the result. Further, as in Woodward v. Payne and Dewey
(1860) the quantum of rental monies paid to the landlord had little
relationship to the value of the building.
While the industry of tenants and the creativity of counsel yielded
interesting case law, the Court adhered to common-law approaches to
familiar problems . Changes of form were not considered adequate to
alter substant ive results . For example, in Hoff v. Baum (1862) a
landlord served the tenant with a notice raising the rent on a building
in San Francisco from $250 per month to $300 per month or to quit
occupation . The tenant remained in possession without any written
acceptance ofthe rent . After being ousted by the landlord, the tenant
claimed there was no contract and he was a mere trespasser and not
liable for the rent . The Court flatly rejected the ploy noting that the
tenant could not metamorphose himself into a trespasser by failing to
pay the rent ."
The California Court also handled cases basically landlord and
tenant in nature, but with other legal significances. For example, in
Woodward v. Lazar (1863) the key issue involved the law of
trademark. The landlord had leased a hotel in San Francisco to the
tenant . The tenant denominated the hotel "What Cheer House." The
landlord conveyed the land and building to the defendant and the
tenant bought the adjoining lot and erected a hotel on it named
''What Cheer House.'' The defendant then erected a sign on his hotel
reading "The Original What Cheer House." The tenant sued to have
defendant remove the sign. Justice Norton for the Court held that ''a
tenant, by giving a particular name to a building which he applies to
some particular use, as a sign of the business done at that place, does
not thereby make the name a fixture to the building, and transfer it
irrevocably to the landlord.''" The Court struck a just solution based
on scanty precedent but sound reasoning. The hotel name was good
will associated with the tenant not the building even though it was
technically arguable that the sign was sufficiently affixed to the
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structure to find it a legal fixture. This latter argument denied the
tenant an important commodity in commerce, a good name, and the
Court would have none of it .
In sum, the California Supreme Court faced numerous problems of
statutory interpretation, lease construction, and fact situation of legal
consequence . In working out the law and fact situations, the Court
dealt with urban rather than rural problems . However, the Court's
adherence to common-law precedent and its application worked well
to provide workable law for all Californians in the period.
Finally, the development of landlord and tenant law in California
demonstrated aspects of the frontier's formative role in the
development of law. Turner generally took the position that the
frontier environment caused legal development.27 However, as we
have seen, it was on urban frontier, if any, that impacted legal
development, not the "frontiers" proposed by Turner. But the facts
of some cases were characteristic of frontier conditions. For example,
O'Callaghan v. Booth (1856) was part of the cycle of urban fire and
rebuilding, furious mercantile activity, and a transient population.
But did the conditions determine the course of the law? It does not
appear that they did . In fact, the Court was careful to ground
decisions on general law and equity principles, rather than peculiar
fact situations. The Court was able to accomplish this doctrinal
regularity because sufficient precedent existed and the facts did not
challenge the public policy grounds for those precedents. California's
urban frontier was not sufficiently unlike the condisions which gave
rise to the precedents developed in the East during the preceding half
century or to the English common law of centuries past.
I.
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Ripon: Ethnic and General
Development Part V
Josephine E. Nadeau
PARTV

Practically penniless when they came to Ripon, George Markham
and his sister worked on the William H . Crow ranch - George as
ranchhand, Mary as housekeeper. Several years later, Yaple
employed George to work as warehouseman, while Mary ran a
boarding house next door to Collard's saloon .
So it was that when Reverend Wells had to sell . his property the
Markhams could afford to buy the ranch. They prospered, and bought
a city block on West Main Street . In the corner house (northwest,
Main & Stockton) Mary started a restaurant, catered to the Southern
Pacific railroad crews and general public, and also took in boarders.
By now everyone, young and old, called Mary Markham " Aunt
Molly.'' (Neither she nor George ever married.) Perpetually aproned,
head covered with a bandana, Aunt Molly, broom and mop in hand,
swished and swooshed over her domain, making everything
scrupulously clean . A well-endowed, motherly type, she still found
time for friendly greetings, but not idle chit-chat.
With George's profits from their ranch, and her keen mental
vision, managerial ability and ceaseless striving, she parlayed her
first modest boarding house into Ripon's second noteworthy
enterprise: in 191 2 they erected the Markham Building.
Upstairs were family quarters and the hotel, which she managed;
downstairs, George operated a restaurant . Their establishment
earned the reputation as "one of South San Joaquin County's finest
hotels - comfortable and sanitary."'
Their grand nephew and niece, Alvin and Juanda Hansen (Danish)
came to live with them . Juanda helped in the restaurant after school.
Alvin, the same boy who was a pupil in Mildred Moulton's
play-school, tended to several cows that grazed in the back lot.
Probably Ripon's first home-delivery milkman, Alvin used to pull a
little red wagon around the neighborhood, ladling fresh milk from the
buckets at each stop.'
The Markhams tore down their house in 1921, and, east of the
hotel, built the First National Bank building - also readied offices for
the RIPON RECORD (newspaper which was in operation across the
street), the U.S . Post Office and shelves & fixtures for a grocery store.
Juanda Hansen left Ripon but returned with her children in early
1939 (as Mrs . Heaton) to care for old Uncle George and ailing Aunt
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Miss Mary (Aunt Molly) Markham (left photo) Mrs. Helen
(Markham) Tilton, Josephine Vick, and George Markham (right
photo)
Molly, who died soon after. One of Juanda's three daughters, Mrs.
Gerhard (Ardelle) Vanderbeek, resides in Ripon.'
A pioneer with an unusual background was William Campbell,
born in Ireland of Scotch parents. He bought acreage from
Bainbridge in northeast Ripon' in 1893, following a colorful, exciting
career as a freighter and pony express rider.
An expert harness-maker, Campbell drove a 6-yolk oxen team with
an overland train (twenty-five wagons), hauling supplies to
government posts in New Mexico. He engaged in freighting until he
learned that the pony express was being organized. Campbell tried
desperately to join the first lot of pony express riders on April3, 1860.
Fate decreed otherwise . Not until that fall did he have the opportunity
to ride.
By stage or the Panama Route, the quickest news service from the
east to west coast was twenty-five to thirty days . St. Joseph,
Missouri, at that time the western railroad terminal, was the only
town north of Jefferson City that had rail and telegraphic
communication with Washington, D.C.
On the day the pony express began, two riders started out, one
from each end of the route - St. Joseph and Sacramento, California
- their stations twenty-five to thirty miles apart. Going west, riders
traveled from station to station, via Seneca, Fort Kearney, Laramie,
Salt Lake City, and eventually to Sacramento, a distance of 1,980
miles .
One of eighty riders, Campbell rode a 75-mile route twice a month
in the Fort Kearney area, and later worked in other locations. And
like other riders, he carried about twenty pounds of express.
Mailings cost five dollars per letter for one-half ounce, written on
tissue, water-proof paper.
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It took courage and stamina to dodge ferocious Indians and to brave
the elements - snowstorms, swollen streams and intense heat. But
Campbell thrived on dangerous pursuits.
When the pony express disbanded, Campbell and his brother John
acquired a mule team, freighted merchandise (at sixteen cents per
pound) from Nebraska City to Denver. Then they worked at hauling to
Montana, until William decided to marry Miss Jennie M. Fitchie .
On a wild prairie farm in Nebraska the couple established a home,
and for twenty-five years Campbell successfully bred fine driving and
draft horses .
At age 52 he brought his family to Ripon, to raise grain and stock.
The Campbells were influential, civic-minded citizens; besides other
activities, William helped to organize the S.S .J . Irrigation District.
Of their eight children, four settled in Stockton, but son John
stayed to maintain the ranch.' A grandson, William W. Campbell,
practices dentistry in Stockton .
A forward-looking fellow, Alney J . Nourse, Jr. helped Ripon's
development considerably; was one of the founders of the Bank of
Ripon in 1910 (later a vice-president); developed the Ripon Water
Works; established the first hardware store; and held stock in the
Ripon Lumber Company. Well-liked and still remembered by many
old-time residents, Nourse came to Ripon in 1896 when he married
Stoel Cady's daughter, Etna May.' His parents crossed the plains and
prospected for gold in Sonora. A wheel -wright by trade, A.J. Nourse,
Sr. built freighter wagons in Mariposa. Later he bought land in
Keystone (Tuolumne County), farmed and raised stock. When his
wife died in 1887, he and his five children moved to Stockton .
While Nourse Jr. learned the three R's at public school, his father
taught him lumber milling and, except for taking one year off to
attend Stockton Business College, Nourse worked until age
twenty-five with lumber on the ranch . His experience led to a position
as superintendent of a mill owned by G. W. Hob ron & Son in Mariposa.
When married to Etna May, he managed the 800-acre Cady ranch
for his father-in-law until1900, then bought it for $25 .00 per acre. He
also purchased 320 acres in North Ripon, and by 1920 had sold all of
the subdivided, small-acreage parcels .
Quite aware of the need for piped water in the town, Nourse started
to develop the water works in 1913. So, since he spent much time in
town with his various projects, Nourse built a house on a few acres at
Orange & West Main Street . .
To supply pipe for his water works, Nourse built the hardware store
which included a plumbing and sheet metal department.
During World War I both Mr. and Mrs. Nourse were active in war
relief work and Liberty Loan drives. As a hobby, Mrs. Nourse enjoyed
creating oil paintings, which she gave to family and friends.
By the year 1923 Nourse had served three terms as Director of the
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S.S .J . Irrigation District, was a member of the Farm Bureau and of
the Ripon Merchants Association.'
AI and Etna Nourse were survived by two children - Ralph C. and
Ruth Lucille. According to the Ripon City Hall records, "In 1944 the
Ripon County Water District was formed and the Water Company
was purchased from the Nourse Estate at a cost of $32,500.''
The water company office fronted on Stockton Avenue, nearby the
Fire Station . Across the street (presently the city parking lot) a pump
and an elevated water tank supplied water to "downtown." Another
gravity well and tank was situated in North Ripon (near Stockton, at
California Street and the alley). Both tanks were torn down when the
city installed pressure tanks, about 1948.
Remains of the wooden tank supports, as well as a metal ladder,
can be seen at the California Street site, the old City Corporation
Yard, supplanted by a facility on Vera Avenue.
No Ripon history would be complete without an account of the
McCausland's . Four members of this family devoted their lives to
public and military service . The father, pioneer James Audley
McCausland (Scotch descent), left St. Joseph, Missouri, reached
Linden in 1870 via the Panama Canal route . There he met and wed
Miss Caltha Duff, whose parents had come by wagon-train.
In 1904, James McCausland moved his family to a 70-acre Ripon
alfalfa farm located on Murphy Ferry Road. of the eight McCausland
children, one died in infancy, Lelia and Florence (deaf since early
childhood) helped with house and farm chores .
Clinton, Irvin and Alice served in the Armed Forces . Clinton fought
in the fierce Belgian Argonne battles of World War I, and died on the
battlefield. The McCausland fame stems primarily from the fact that
Clinton was Ripon's first casualty of that war, his name immortalized
by the formation of American Legion Post # 190.
(Two of his sisters became charter members of the Auxiliary:
Agnes, a continuous member for 49 years, and Florence, still living,
s~ill a member.)
: Irvin also fought in the war, but survived the ordeal. As a civilain,
for a long time he drove a truck route from Oakland to Sacramento.
Although married for several years, he died childless, thus erasing all
hope. that the McCausland name would be carried on .
Alice became a navy nurse after completing high school studies in
Stockton and earning a Registered Nurse credential from Stanford
Hospital School of Nursing in San Francisco .
Her tour of duty took her to Liverpool and to the Scotland
Highlands. After the war, Alice wanted to administer anesthetics, but
was told that she would need a Medical Degree first .
So instead, pioneering in X-ray work (which in those days only
R.N.'s could perform), she trained in Boston and worked in New York
hospitals for over twenty years.
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When Irvin was ailing, in early 1960, Alice came back to Ripon to
care for him until he died.
Audley (a life-long bachelor) made postal work his career. He had
advanced to Postmaster when his sister Agnes was hired as his
assistant in 1914, and she became acting postmaster when Audley
retired in 1920. In 1934 Agnes was officially named Postmaster, and
continued in that capacity for 19 years. She died in 1975 at the age of90.
Last of the clan, Florence (90) and Alice McCausland (86) live
tranquilly in a neat house on Orange Avenue . They do everything for
themselves except the shopping, which is done by their good
neighbors, Allen and Fern Bugbee .
Alice drove her car until three years ago, when she broke her hip.
On her feet once more, she fractured a leg several months ago. Now
she's in a wheelchair, but not for long, she says.' Visits from scores of
friends attest to the community's high regard for these fine ladies.
Their verve, humor and high spirits inspire all who know them.

Ripon's first church edifice, the Free Methodist Church on West
Main Street. (The foyer and bell tower are later additions.) Various
denominations held services here until each built its own church.
Photo by Nick VanDyken

389

The Congregationalists were the first to leave the Free Methodist
Brethren-built church, so they could have their own structure_
Photo by Nick Van Dyken
Here was the new century; so what happened? It was on April 4,
1901 (on a dirt road) that Perry Yaple's grandson, Estil, accompanied
by Robert Gifford "broke the existing record for a bicycle trip from
Ripon to Modesto with a time of 32 minutes for the 10-mile trip."
Estil ran the ice-house (an old barn behind Yaple's house) . Ripon's
fir st ice-man, he delivered SO-lb. chunks of ice to local households .
(Later on Estil married Blanche (Nutt) Farschon, the blacksmith's
widow . There are no lineal descendants in Ripon today.)
At about the same time, the Women's Christian Temperance Union
and several church groups - the Brethren and Free Methodists
among them - set their sights on O'Leary's saloon and card room .
Much to the discomfort of O'Leary's habitues, the vigorous crusade
forced a change of policy and ownership . A congenial fellow by the
name of Monroe de Vee took over the management. "Mun-de-Vee"
served soft drinks only and specialized in wholesome food in his
restaurant. Upstairs, a relative conducted the Dossey Hotel.
Wanting to provide much -needed family -type entertainment for
the community, Mun-de-Vee constructed a separate building on the
Nourse Street side of his property, a spacious hall for dances and
weddings. Every winter adults enjoyed a masquerade ball, and many
a romance was sparked when young beaus and gals met at the
ice-cream socials and suppers.
In that dance hall Ethel (Acker) Proudfit taught young Howard
Clendenin how to dance - much as an older sister might doRespectable people from miles around came to Ripon on Saturday
nights to attend the gala get -togethers; trains brought merry-makers
from Stockton, Lathrop and points in between.
In a state of disrepair, in 1929 the restaurant-hotel and the dance
hall - as well as a water tank in between the two buildings - were
torn down while owned by Henry Wille.
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About 1931, relatives of Wille, the Pope brothers Ray and Leo,
moved from a nearby location when they built their auto repair shop
on the site. While digging for the foundation, they unearthed a
bonanza of old liquor bottles , much to the delight of local collectors.
Ray engaged in auto repairing for about twenty-eight years . Leo
worked in the shop until he died . Ray leased the premises in 1963 to
Cornelius Maliepaard, who operates under the firm name of Core's
Automotive Service .'"
Ripon hou sed about 500 inhabitants in 1906, and church services
were held in members' homes . The Women's Improvement Club felt
that it was about time Ripon had a regular church edifice where the
various denominations could congregate, so they collected $800.00 by
means of entertainments and subscriptions among the groups: Free
Methodist, Swedish Mission, Congregational, Brethren (Dunkards),
Dutch Reformed, Christian Science, Catholics" and Baptists .
The United Brethren of Lathrop offered the additional funds
($1 500) required to erect the building, with the stipulation that
townspeople would provide the lot . The church then became the
town's social center as well as a place of worship for the different
creeds.
Associated with the Lathrop Brethren, Rev . John Wesley Platt
used to be a welcome guest preacher in Ripon from about 1910 to
1915. He married Harriet Mathews, daughter of George B. Mathews,
Atlanta pioneer grain farmer .
The Platts had three offspring: William who lives in Manteca; Mrs .
Perc (Enid) Lindford and Alvar Platt, retired mail carrier and
intermittent ranger at Caswell State Park live in Ripon ."
Several years later (about 1908) the Congregationalists built their
church on a lot purchased from William E. Ivey. Before long, one by
one, the other religious sects built individual churches, and by 1923
the Free Methodists acquired the building for their exclusive use."
William Ivey came to Ripon in 1902, employed by Yaple's to
conduct the cream station. For sixteen years he also had charge of a
barley crushing mill .
Born in Arkansas, and orphaned at an early age, 19-year-old lvey
arrived in Galt alone, and was hired as foreman on the M. Short
1 ,000-acre stock and grain ranch . During the summers he rode range
in Alpine County for Mr. Short.
William married a Ripon girl, Miss Esther Jatunn," daughter of
Joseph, whose father-in-law, Rev . Linville Dooley, settled in
downtown Ripon about 1858. Reverend Dooley left Kentucky for the
California gold fields in 1855 , and "lost his shirt" says his
great-granddaughter, Mrs. Naomi (lvey) Keirn.
Somehow, Dooley managed to buy the land which extended from
Loust to N. Acacia Avenues, and from West Main Street to the
railroad tracks. That is, all the land except for several parcels which
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Hughes had sold to William Garrett and "Aunt Birdie" Crow (fronted
on West Main St.), and a parcel to Eli Terry McKee, located at the
northwest corner, now the school bus parking lot.
When lvey married Esther, he bought the Dooley property, divided
it into city lots; the Congregationali sts built their church on the corner
of North Acacia and West Main.
In 1920 lvey deeded to the county a 60-ft. strip of land (Pine
Avenue) as an access road to the school.
The lveys reared nine children. Five are living at present. Their
daughter Naomi (widow of Vernard Keirn) in 1975 was honored by
the Ripon Chamber of Commerce with the Distinguished Citizen
Award for her thirty years of work with and devotion to 4-H
youngsters in Ripon." The Keirn children are Esther Barlow, Vernard
L., and Evelyn Callsen.
An era of change occurred in 1906 when the Yaple & Dickinson
Store was sold to Francis E. McKee & Sidney W. Reynolds. "Frank",
son of Eli and Elizabeth (Dickinson) McKee (Scotch-Irish) came from
La Cross. Wisconsin with his parents; when only six months old, he
journeyed by wagon train to Ripon, where he grew up .
As a young man, about 1896, Frank worked at harvesting wheat
near Vernalis, then became proprietor of a general merchandise
business in Lathrop, and while there he wed Miss Laura Belle
Williams. of Ceres.
Sidney Reynolds clerked for McKee, and bought the business when
Frank moved to LeGrand, Merced County . With a partner, Ben
Eastman. Frank again built a successful merchandising establishment.
McKee sold this business and went to Pacific Grove, where for
three years he battled the effects of typhoid fever. Recovered, he
came back to Ripon. From Ivey, he bought two lots on McKee Court
behind the Crow property, and built a house . Today it is occupied by
his only living child, Neva Summers.
Buying out Yaple's was a good move. Ably managed, the McKee &
Reynolds business prospered beyond expectations helped
tremendously, no doubt; by Frank's affable manner, and the courtesy
shown to customers. ·
Then death claimed McKee, in Sept. 1916, when he was only 42 .
He didn't survive an appendicitis operation . His widow and daughter
retained equally the half interest in the business, until Neva sold her
share.
Three years later Mrs. McKee married L.L. Van Loon, the popular
Southern Pacific R.R . agent in Manteca, who previously had been
agent in Ripon .
Laura Van Loon, a well-educated woman who fought for her
convictions, officiated as president and vice-president of the Ripon
W.C.T.U . and also served on the election board. Active in church
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work, she helped to make the Congregational Church building a
reality, officiated as deaconess and Sunday School superintendent
from 1916 to 1920."
"Aunt Laura befriended many a troubled youngster. Her
compassion, wisdom and sage advice touched the lives of those who
were fortunate enough to know her, who loved her, and who
remember her today for her many kindnesses .""
Sidney W . Reynolds, of English lineage, son of Edward and Saluda
(Campbell) Reynolds, was born on his father's ranch, in the East
Union district of Manteca. Nine-year-old Edward came west when his
parents joined the party of that famous pioneer, Captain Cutler
Salmon , who led an emigrant wagon train from Wisconsin to
California in 1853."
As a teenager, Sidney conducted the Manteca branch of the San
Joaquin Creamery; graduated from York Business College in 1896;
next became a postal clerk in Idaho; also worked for a Missouri street
car company .
Back in California, Sydney worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad
before entering the merchandise retail business with McKee in
Lathrop .
After McKee died, Reynolds and Mrs. McKee remodeled the
store, then stocked it with the most modern merchandise: complete
lines of dry goods and ready-to-wear apparel, as well as fancy and
staple groceries, fruits and vegetables .
Sydney married (1901) Miss Mabel S. Fisher, daughter of Stockton
pioneer, John Fisher. Widowed in 1910, three years later he took
another spouse, Miss Bird J. Garrett, the gold miner's daughter. A
talented violinist, Mrs. Reynolds entertained at many social functions
in their Orange Avenue home, now the residence of the Arthur
Clemens.
(An interesting sidelight: although Sydney's father grew up in
Manteca, he returned to Grant County, Wisconsin, to claim his bride,
Saluda. Soon after the April wedding (1870) they came to California
by train - the second passenger train to cross the plains . They
carried food aboard, made coffee on the heating stove, and slept in
their seats. ••
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JOSE MATIAS MORENO
Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera
Baja California 1861-1862
(Conclusion)
by Robert W. Long
Jose Matias Moreno was devoted to his family, and his letters to
his wife show a profound love of wife and family. He never missed an
opportunity to express his sorrow at being separated from his loved
ones and always expressed concern for his immediate family and that
of the many relatives who, from time to time, formed a part of his
household. He frequently expressed concern for the physical
well-being of his family : do they have enough food?; are all in good
health?, etc. Coupled with this concern for his loved ones is his
expression of deep faith in God. No matter how deep his sorrow, the
loss of a brother and the loss of two children within the space of one
year, he maintained an abiding faith in his Creator. These attributes
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of his character are exemplified in the many letters he wrote to his
wife before, during and after, his tour of duty as Jefe Politico de Ia
Frontera.
On November 20, 1861, Jose Matias wrote to his wife from
Guadalupe saying:
I have had the good fortune to be kept in the house by all the rain. I found only Don
Juan Diaz, EI Cuaja [The Clod] and a few of the soldiers' wives here. I looked
everywhere for you, the cuesitos and all the rest. All I saw was the road by which you
had gone [to San Diego], but I conform myself to everything and trust in God. 54

Another letter written from La Paz, February 24, 1861, expressed
concern for the physical well-being of his family . He wrote:
I know that you are in San Ysidro and I am happy because that way you will evade the
danger of smallpox in San Diego. This had me worried and now I am more calm. Take
good care of the children, see that they do not stay in the sun too much, that they bathe
often and eat fresh food . A tight hug to each of them. Tell Matias to take care of you
and his brothers and sisters. He is the man of the house and I will get an accounting
from him when I return."

Governmental affairs prevented Jose Matias from visiting his wife
in San Diego and on August 12, 1861, he wrote:
I do not have any horses with which to go see you very soon. I am very much occupied
these days with the bother of the shipments and other 'tom foolery'. It has me tied
down, but I shall soon be out of this predicament and shall visit you. My love for you
becomes greater amid all this work. so

The next day he wrote again, expressing concern because he was
unable to visit her as planned, stating :
I am awaiting the gathering of all the shipments I am expecting from Sauzal and San
Diego so that I might visit you. I cannot go beforehand, because I have much writing
and other matters to attend to ."

Prudenciana, too, was concerned regarding the frequent separations and wrote as follows :
!long for the moment when you will send for me to go to La Paz. As you say, I no longer
like San Diego. There is nothing here but discord and more discord. 58
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Following his resignation as Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera, Jose
Matias was frequently separated from his family. His business, as
agent for many American businessmen, kept him on the move and
away from his family, sometimes for extended periods of time. The
following letter from Prudenciana to her husband gives us some idea
of the fortitude with which she faced these trying circumstances :
I have faith in God that the added work and anxiety that this delayed trip will cause you
will merit you a good rest in the company of all of us. If you can not have this, be
assured that by your side we will endure with calmness all that God wishes to put upon
us . When I have time, I will give your regards to Marla, Chayo Aquirre and to comadre
and compadre Lopez. I will not forget Don Procepio. They are all at the ranch."

In reply to Prudenciana's letter, Jose Matias, who was in San
Francisco seeking business opportunities, had this to say:
Beloved one - I long to see you very much . It has been a year and two days that I have
been separated from you. I never dreamed that we would be apart so long, but here I
have been stuck in San Francisco. The Yankees are very false in their dealings. At first,
I believed them, then they deceived me. I can not find any money, and believe me, I
would make any sacrifice to be able to send Mr. Luis Rose [a merchant in San Diego)
some money . I can not get the money. Some tell me to come tomorrow and they give it
to me. Some say - a few days more or less - and in the end I still have nothing."'

One may well ask, what was the wife's reaction to such long
absences, during which the entire burden of running the household
and educating the children fell upon her shoulders? The following
letter gives us some idea of her attitude regarding this matter:
I am aware that your delay is due to the good and final arrangement of your business
and for all your haste you have not been able to complete it until now. I tell you that our
desire to see you and to embrace you in our arms is great. We desire that you do not
upset yourself and that with calmness you trust in God. I am sure He will consider your
goodness and thus, He will serve you . I assure you with all my heart that is the way we
ask it of Him. God wants you to complete everything. You say that you are coming by a
steamer that will go to San Pedro. What you are saying is that it will not stop here. [He
was on his way to La Paz]. About the steamer, do not worry nor get upset, come just as
soon as you are free . Up until now, thank God, we have had no problems. Doloritas
says she is unhappy over the delay and that she will take care of what little garden is
left and with the seeds that you are bringing, she will replant it. 61

Another letter from Jose Matias to his wife expressed his deep love
of family and his lasting sorrow for his dead children . He wrote:
I have not said anything about the children. They, like you, I carry in my heart without
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my being able to forget you for a single moment. I go in confidence that you will not
take your eyes off my cueses and that my beloved Matias, Dolores, and Carmelita will
not forget their Papa and again, I beseech you not to leave them for a moment. I am
soul-sick for my adored Carmelita [first], Constantino [first] and Antonio Francisco
even though they are among the choir of angels. I do not know why, now more than
ever, awake or asleep, they do not leave my thoughts. They watch over me!'

Jose Matias' philosophy regarding death is beautifully expressed
in the following letter to his wife:
I beseech you not to dwell on those that have died. To die is as natural as being born
and God, who is the author of all creation has determined these things, and His
supreme judgement we can not comprehend. It is true that we should feel for those
who have lived among us, that we have esteemed and that have left us with fond
memories while we finish our walk through this valley of tears that they have left
behind and, by the grace of God, have passed on to a better life among the blessed.
What is life? Death fondles us and we are like a flash of lightning that runs through the
air and just for an instant leaves but a feeble ray where it has passed and is then
erased. Such is our life which God deposits in his sacred tabernacle for its divine end.
So we pray to that same God that He have in His keeping those dear ones and friends
and we should think of other things .
The soul of Don Juan Aguirre is in heaven. I have faith in the hope that he is. Tell
Chayo Aguirre that now, that she has wept, she should cheer up and we will look for
pleasanter fields. 63

Jose Matias was greatly concerned about the education of his
children. He knew the value of a good education and was determined
that his children should receive the best that was available. A formal
education was difficult to obtain as the local school was not open on a
regular basis. Because of this, he wrote to his wife instructing her to
teach the children to read and write. He wrote:
Look after the children and see that they do not lose time in learning to read and write
if it is that the school has not opened again.
Give my son Grillito regards and tell him to be a good boy and learn to read and write.64

Another problem that caused Jose Matias a great deal of anxiety
was the matter of sufficient food for his family. Being separated from
them so much of the time and being perpetually short of funds, he
encountered many difficulties in seeing to it that they were properly
cared for. Sometimes he obtained food and household supplies by
barter, exchanging hides and tallow for goods and services. At other
times, he had his business associates send supplies to his wife,
charging the costs against money they owed him . Frequently he
obtained food on credit hoping he would be able to pay the bill at
some future time . In a letter of June 5, 1861, he told his wife:
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Tell me if you have received, by steamer, the provisions that Mr. George Hooper
should have sent you from San Francisco. I believe that on the ship of the seventh you
should receive said things. Tell Chico to take them to the house for you. Tell me what
you lack so that I might know what to send you. I intend to go to San Diego this month. I
will see if you will be able to come back with me for a visit. Send me the book on Mining
Ordinances. 65

Jose Matias' concern over his indebtedness to various merchants in
San Diego is expressed in a letter to his wife telling her that he was
sending her hides with which to pay a food bill. He said:
Esteban and Antonio Moreno are returning to San Diego to take you the few things you
left the other day. They are taking four large hides so that you might pay what is still
due Mr. Julius Meir. [A cured hide was worth $1.50 in cash or $2 .50 in trade .] I shall
endeav;or to go on gathering all the hides possible and I shall send them to him [Meir]
rather than to someone else. I shall have more soon. Try to keep some to pay for some
flour and sugar. I am sending ten packages of cha because I have plenty of it here.
Tell Mr. Meir if he wants to go on giving you a few things that you need, that he give
them to you with the understanding that I shall soon pay him with hides or money .66

In another letter, Jose Matias informs his wife that he is sending
gold to pay one of his debts:
I am sending you an ounce of gold and with it pay $11.50 to Mr. [Joseph] Mannasse, ei
Chato. That is all he says I owe him. Ask him for a receipt. Keep the rest. That ounce is
half of my money. The government says they owe me $1500 for my work as salary, but
that money is like the Zasueta. Tell Luis Rose I will see him in San Diego soon and that
I am going to pay him to the last pound of meat. He knows that as he is a gentlemen [of
his word] with me, so am I with him. I hope that he will continue to give you meat as he
said he would. 67

From San Francisco, Jose Matias sent word to his wife that:
This morning I made a deal with Mr. George Hooper. He has promised to send you, on
my account, by each steamer or sailboat that goes to San Diego the same provisions or
things that I have sent you in the past. I am very satisfied, because I know that you will
not go hungry in my absence .

.

The steamer Senator leaves tomorrow at nine in the morning. Mr. Hooper told me, late
today, that he is sending you sugar, coffee, candles, flour and soap. I am sending you a
few pieces of material like manta, genero and a few yards of merino so that you can
make some clothes ...

These few letters give us a good iiJustration of the deep Jove and
concern Jose Matias had for his family. Although circumstances
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prevented him from being with his family as much as he desired, he
never failed to do all in his power to see that they were provided for .
His faith in God and his love of family resulted in a beautiful family
relationship that endured stresses and strains that would have
destroyed a weaker marriage . Frequent separations, physical
hardships, financial difficulties, and the death of thirteen of their
sixteen children failed to dim their love for each other and their faith
in God .
The rigors of frontier life adversely . affected the health of Jose
Matfas Moreno. The long marches with his troops, in all kinds of
weather, coupled with the lack of proper food and shelter brought on
a lung condition that was to eventually lead to his resignation as Jefe
Politico de Ia Frontera. The fact that he was a dedicated official,
meant that he put in long hours, frequently working far into the night,
to complete the numerous reports he made to Governor Riveroll and
the Authorities in Mexico City. A letter written August 1, 1861, is the
first indication we have of ill health . It reads in part :
I sent some mail to La Paz and now my lungs hurt with so much writing. If you could
see mountains of papers I have you would see that it does not pay to be governor and
much less here ...

Prudenciana's fears regarding the health of her husband are
expressed in two letters she wrote, one on August 10, 1861, and one
on August 18, 1861. They read in part :
We are all well, praying to God for your health. Do not worry about us. With the money
you sent, I will buy you some supplies and we have until the return of the steamer to
get them. 70
Your old cues and the two cuesitos send regards and pray to God for their Papa's well
being. They are very sorry for the misfortunes you have suffered and the continued
long absences from your dear cueses. I hope from now on you will not suffer so much
and that I will not have so many fears when you are not at my side. 71

In another letter to his wife, Jose Matias said that he had rid
himself of his sick headaches by bathing his head, daily, in cold
water. He complained of the terrible heat arid the torments of the
sun. He had just returned from Las Salinas, the salt mines at San
Quintin, where he spent eight days. It is obvious, from the letters of
this period, that he was wearing himself out and that his health was
failing. His wife was acutely aware of his condition and expressed her
concern. She was in complete agreement with his decision to retire. A
letter of December 24, 1861, expressed her concern, because she had
not received news of the outcome of his request for retirement. It
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said: ... Your Cues is sad because her cues has told her nothing of
what the government said, nor of your retirement.'"
Following the receipt of this Jetter, Jose Matias must have
answered his wife telling her that the government had refused to
allow him to retire. She answered this letter on December 28. 1861 ,
saying :
You say that you have received letters from La Paz and Mazatlan and that the
government does not consent to your retirement and that on the contrary they sent you
an honorary commission for your services. I am pleased, but it is true that I understand
that you are tired . .,

Failing to win approval for his retirement, Jose Matias continued to
carry on the strenuous dutes of Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera . He
continued to make long marches into the mountains to pacify the
Indian s or pursue troublemakers, both Mexican and American . The
work was increasingly more difficult for him and he renewed his
efforts to win approval of his request for retirement. Governmental
red tape was slow in unraveling, but at long last the approval came .
Jose Matias tells of his elation in a letter to his wife dated April 25,
1862. He wrote:
In the midst of my pressing and most trying work , too poor to attend the troops in my
care and the rest of the public necessities of the country that all demand preferred
attention and from which I have decided to retire , taking the wearisome road by land to
La Paz in such a hot season that we have upon us, the heavens. because of my prayers,
and more assuredly your prayers, and those of my beloved cuesitos, have sent me Don
Juan de Dios Angulo on behalf of the government , to relieve me of my office.
On Holy Saturday afternoon, this good friend arrived at Guadalupe . This angel, my
savior. has taken me from my long 'purgatory'. In this way, Wednesday the
twenty -third of this month, he took charge and is so function ing. I have been very
occupied delivering the archives and other pertinent things of the government.
In spite of all this, Mr. Angulo is a friend since childhood and I want to aid him in his
first days. With this in mind, I am going to accompany him to San Quintin where we
believe the soldiers can embark for La Paz. In this case . I will go. too . I want to work
now as a merchant and my return will be in three or four months bringing a mercantile
business. If the trip for the soldiers can not be made by sea, I will return from San
Quint in with Angulo and we will go to San Diego and there we will take a boat for San
Francisco to embark on one of the boats that make the trips to La Paz and Mazatlan. If
we should catch Don Cristobal's boat in San Quintin, which might happen, then I will
go and I will not see you until my return which will be in July or August. I will write you
if I go. I do not want to go by land, and less so. accompanied by the soldiers, because I
assure you that I am very tired of them . I do not even want to hear the noise of the
carretas . Lieutenant Guadalupe Scobie greets you affectionately as well as Matias and
Lolita whose tooth he says he carries on a pendent.
... send me that bundle of letters that are there with the things that were brought to
San Diego. I need them to finish the bill I have to send to the government. Eustaquio
can take them by sea to San Quintin and I will be there ."
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On arriving at San Quintin .. Jose Matias and Don Juan de Dios
Angulo found that the boat they were expecting had not arrived. A
messenger was sent, overland, to San Diego to find out why Don
Cristobal's boat had not arrived at San Quintin, as scheduled. Don
Loreto Amador made the trip to San Diego and delivered the
following letter to Prudenciana:
On the second of this month [May], we arrived here believing that Don Cristobal's boat
would be here. or so he told us in Guadalupe when he passed there. We are almost
desperate. because it has not arrived and we do not know if he has decided to take us
south or not. So here we sit looking at one another.
If at the arrival of the boat. there was not a contract to take the troops. I would not go by
land. but return to San Diego, then to San Francisco and from there to La Paz. because
I do not wish to die . roasted by the heat, on the road. I do not know what the soldiers
will do as there are no horses. Yesterday. Eustaquio [Lopez]. Don Agustin Mansilla
and Mr. Edwards arrived . I received your nice letter together with the papers I asked
for. also the bouquet you sent which I presented to Don Angulo in your name."

At the close of his tour of duty as Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera, Jose
Matias could look back on some positive gains that had been made
under his administration. Peace had been restored to La Frontera and
people were moving back onto the deserted ranchos. All was not
perfect harmony, but a good relationship had been established
between the various factions. A new respect for the law was evident
and Americans, seeking business opportunities in the region, knew
they had to operate under the laws of Mexico. Favoritism had not
been eliminated, but it had been reduced to a minimum, and when
indulged in, was toward Mexican nationals, not Americans as had
been the case before Jose Matias' term of office.
Under his leadership municipal governments had been established
and were operating smoothly . Justices had been appointed and were
upholding civil law. Military law and military tribunals were a thing
of the past, civil law was now the law of the land. Tax laws had been
clarified and enforced. Export taxes on salt, minerals and cattle were
collected and the proceeds sent to the proper authorities. A national
guard had been organized to take the place of the Federal troops sent
in to quell the disorders that preceeded Jose Matias' term of office. A
complete and detailed survey had been made of the resources of the
region and reports made to the Central Government. For the first
time officials in La Paz and Mexico City had detailed and accurate
information on the people and resources of La Frontera . Land grants,
suspected of being fraudulent, were examined carefully and new
dispositions made . Decisions on such matters, made in Mexico City,
were zealously enforced by Jose Matias. American businessmen,
miners, cattlemen and ship owners were encouraged to do business
in La Frontera, but only within the limits set by Mexican law. Fears of
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impending invasion by American Filibusters had been allayed, at
least for the moment. All in all, the administration of Jose Matias, as
Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera, although a short one, was a successful
one; one he could look back upon with pride. He had accomplished
what he set out to to, set up an administration based on honesty and
fair dealing.
The Central Government recognized the quality of his administration and, in later years, granted him many special privileges among
which were several large land grants and mining claims, however, his
claims for reimbursement were not approved and from a financial
standpoint he was worse off than he had been, as he had many
outstanding pledges that had to be paid off.
One source of pride for Jose Matias was the fact that his records
and accounts, which were audited by the Central Government, were
approved . In a letter written from La Paz, he said:
I have had the pleasure of knowing that all my accounts have been approved and that
the government has thanked me for taking all the church money and using it to aid the
soldiers ."

In the same letter he reported that his good friend, Jose de Dios
Angulo was in serious difficulties with the Central Government:
Jose de Dios Angulo has turned out badly. He wanted to go about gossiping and
carrying tales and he has become unpopular. He is not going to be governor of the
frontier . The frauds he wanted to commit against the government have been
discovered here and he has been left shamefaced . 17

Upon completing his tour of duty as Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera,
Jose Matias retired to his beloved Rancho Ex-Mision de Guadalupe
where he maintained his home until the time of his death . From this
vantage point he continued to maintain his vigilance regarding affairs
effecting his country. From here he kept in constant communication
with friends in Alta California and Mexico. As late as 1869, there
continued to be rumors of annexation. A letter, dated October 19,
1869, from Father Ubach warns Jose Matias that there is a group of
Americans, in San Diego, who are interested in 'freeing' Baja
California. In this letter, Father Ubach said:
It is evident that various Americans intend and are preparing to establish themselves
in Baja with seeming good ends [intentions], but their looks and plans are not
legitimate. It is well to give great vigilance, as the adage says, 'A cry in time is worth
much'.
I do not want you, for anything, to mention my name. Advise only those to whom it may
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concern. There are already many foreigners prospecting and in search of mines in
pretext - they seek in this way to create another public existance [image] and when
they have fused enough power. give the cry 'annexation' and. Oh the frontier, if one
has not been prepared beforehand.'"

All of the great land holdings of Jose Matias, consisting of more
than I 00.000 acres, with the exception of Rancho Ex-Mission de
Guadalupe. were sold prior to his death, which occurred very
suddenly . at Rancho Guadalupe, on November 30, 1869.
The San Francisco Bulletin carried a letter from its San Diego
correspondent . Captain Rufus K. Porter. dated December 22, 1869,
which read as follows :
Death has been busy among the old and noted citizens of this Country and Lower
Ca lifornia . Don Jose Matias Moreno. for some time Comandanto [sic]. or Gefe [sic] of
the frontier of Baja California. died suddenly at his Guadalupe Rancho formerly owned
and improved by the late Juan Bandini . Don Matias started for the City of Mexico some
months ago and took with him a good many documents from citizens of the southern
frontier in order to lay them before the Mexican Government. He also took plenty of
money from all parties interested . as without money but very little can be done in any
government. He was struck with paralysis in the city [Mexico City] and his life
dispaired of. but having the best of medical advice and the best of attention. he so far
recovered as to return here with his wife and chi ldren. who went to the city [Mexico
City l to take care of him . He spoke confidently of his ultimate recovery and was
prudent in his eating and drinking. as he generally was even in good health . He went to
Guadalupe. some 70 miles from here. and there he was attacked fatally. For the past 30
years the deceased had more influ ence with the La Paz authorities than any other man
outs ide the Territory and was probably the cause of more bloodshed than any other
man in California. While he remained safely in San Diego. and was generally respected
here. his letters and emissaries were playing the very d uece among the Mexicans
below the line. He was the cause of the murder of General Castro beyond a doubt, and
his representations to the authorities at Mazatlan caused the defeat and flight of
Espa rza . whose greatest crime was that he would not tolerate thieves. murderers and
robbers in that portion of the Territory under his command . His life was an eventful
one; and his autobiography would be one of the most interesting of modern times. and I
am inclined to the opinion that such a document ex ists among his papers.'"

Pablo L. Martinez, the Mexican historian, paints a very different
picture of Jose Matias and supports him fully in his fight with
Esparza whose claim to the governorship was without any legal
foundation. Martinez wrote the following:
When he learned what was happening in this part of the peninsula, President [Benito]
Juarez ordered a force to be sent from Sinaloa to restore order. General Placido Vega
sent 200 men to install Jose Matias Moreno in his post . With this act peace returned to
the northern part of Lower California. which was once more obedient to the national
government. 110

It 1s ironic that Father Ubach, a staunch friend of Jose Matias,
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should return from Santo Tomas in time to conduct the funeral
services for his good friend who had died the night before, November

30, 1869.
Thus . ended the career of one of Baja California's most loyal
citizens. First , last and always, he was a Mexican, loyal to his country
when it would have been expedient to be disloyal, brave in the face of
grave physical peril, honest to the point of fanaticism, an implacable
foe of all who sought to harm his homeland . He was. nevertheless, a
kind and considerate man, a man deeply devoted to his wife and
family and loyal to his friends. His numerous personal correspon dence displays his deep faith in God and his submission to His will.
While never looming large on the screen of history, he, nevertheless .
epitomized the loyal Mexican living during the troubled times
depicted in this narrative.
Would that there had been more like him .
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GLOSSARY
Alcades
justice of the peace
Ayuntamiento
municipal government composed of a Corrigidor or Alcalde and Rigidores elected
by the people.
California nos
native born Californians of Mexican or Spanish descent.
Capitan de Defensores de Ia lndependencia Nacional
title given Jose Matias Moreno when he was commissioned.
Caramba!
an exclamation
Can·eta
a cart with large solid wooden wheels. usually drawn by oxen
C'ha
tea
C'hate (el)
nickname for Joseph Manasse; one with a stub nose
Chi Ienos
expression used to designate people from Chile
Cholo
expression of contempt. Frequently used to indicate people from Guadalajara.
Colorado
word used to signify the color red. ruddy. florid.
Comadre
Godmother. the word by which the godfather and godmother address the mother
of their godchild. and by which the father and mother address her.
Com padre
Godfather. the word by which the godfather and godmother address the father of
their godchild . and by which the father and mother address him.
Compromiso de demonio
compromise of the Devil.
Cuaja (el)
'the Clod' a nickname.
Cues
term of endearment used by Jose Matias Moreno and his wife.
Cueses
plural of above.
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Cuesitos
diminutive of above . Used in reference to the children of the family.
Digueiios
people living in San Diego, Alta California.
Dos reales cada uno
a real was worth 12'/ H' , thus. dos reales was about 25£' for each one.
Espaiioles
a word used to indicate Spaniards in general.
Esparcistas
followers of Feliciano Ruis de Esparza.
Farola
name of a small ship stationed in San Diego , Alta California; Don Cristooal - was
the captain.
Filibusteros
Mexican name for American Filibusters .
Filibuster
name given to groups of foreigners that , from time to time, attempted to
overthrow the Mexican government and annex Lower California to the United
States of America or to set up their own independent republic.
Gachupin
a disparaging name used for Spaniards by the Mexicans.
Garra Indian
an uprising of 1851 -52. led by Antonio Garra, an Indian from San Luis Rey
Mission. Alta California.
Gen ero
a type of cloth used for clothing.
Grill ito '
nickname meaning little cricket.
Guerrilla
a type of hit and run warfare.
Guerillas Guadalupanas de Comondu Defensores de Ia Independencia Nacional
name give n to a group of guerrillas organized by Jose Matias Moreno during the
Mex ican-American War of 1846-48.
Jefe Politico de Ia Frontera
he ad administrative officer of the frontier.
Jefes
plural of Jefe - chiefs.
Juez Constitutional
a constitutional judge of the highest rank .
Juez de degree Inst.
same as above .
La Frontera
territory from Rosario. Baja California to the International Line and from the
Pacific Ocean to the Sea of Cortez (Gulf of California) .
Leagu es
measurement of land distance. approximately three miles.
Manta
a cotton cloth.
Merino
a woolen cloth.
Partido
a political subdivision.
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'Paysani (sic)
a fellow countryman.
Peninsula
refers to the peninsula that constitutes Baja California.
Pueblos
villages.
Rancherias
Indian villages.
Rancho
a Mexican ranch, usually one on which cattle or horses are raised.
Receiver Sindico
a person appointed to take charge of property under litigation.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE FLATHEAD MISSION, Containing Brief Observations
both Ancient and Contemporary Concerning this Particular Nation, by Fr. Gregory
Mengarini, S.J . Translated and edited with a biographical introduction by Gloria
Ricci Lothrop. (Glendale, CA., The Arthur H. Clark Company, 1977. Northwest
Historical Series , XII . 256p., illus ., ports., facsims ., notes, appendice s, bibliog.,
index. $16.95)
This welcome addition to western American Indian literature is a translation of an
1848 report written in Italian by Father Gregory Mengarini while he was missionary to
the Flathead Indians of the Rocky Mountain area. From his fragile St. Mary's Mission
settlement along the Bitterroot River in today's Montana, Father Mengarini penned
this lengthy account (covering some eighty pages in Lothrop's book) to his Jesuit
superiors in Rome . In it he detailed the successes and failures (and reasons for both) he
had enjoyed and suffered in his missionary efforts, as well as accounts of daily life in
"camp" and on the annual hunts which took his people far afield each year in search of
the versatile buffalo of the plains. It is the latter content which gives particular
significance to the translation and publication of this document , a copy of which was
discovered for the first time in typescript form at Loyola University in Chicago in 1960.
Further research Jed to the Jesuit Provincial Archives at Gonzaga University, where a
microfilm copy of the original Mengarini manuscript was located. Lothrop had access
to both and was able, through careful research and translation, to improve upon the
original translation at Loyola.
The ethnohistorical significance of Father Mengarini' s "Memorie" ("Memorie delle
Missioni delle Teste Piatti contenenti brevi nozioni cosi antiche che moderne di tutto
cio che riguarda questa nazione in particulare") is discussed by the author. She also
reviews briefly the coming of the Americans to our Pacific Northwest and the
organization and development of both Protestant and Catholic missionary activities
among the Indian tribes of that area. One chapter reviews the life of Father Mengarini
from his birth in Italy in 1811 to his death at the Jesuit University of Santa Clara in
California in 1886. Dr. Lothrop describes Mengarini's natural facility for languages (an
important prerequisite for a missionary among the Indians), his love for the Indians,
and his combination of missionary zeal and stamina - both of which were evident to
his dying day. Possessed of a scholarly background, yet practical enough to survive
among the Flatheads of the Bitterroot Valley for nine years under the most primitive
conditions, Father Mengarini provides us today with a rare view of the culture of one of
the West's most fascinating Indian groups. With the closing of St. Mary's Mission in
1850, he was sent to gold-rush California to join two other Jesuits, Michael Accolti and
John Nobili, in the founding and operation of the pioneer University of Santa Clara.
The contributions of this Italian Jesuit to the history of the westward movement have
yet to be appropriately recognized. Few men in the west accomplished as much as did
this pioneer missionary in his 45 years in Montana and California.
Included with the "Memorie" are two other Mengarini documents, one a letter to
the Jesuit Father-General in Rome begging for an assignment to the foreign missions
following ordination, and the other the 1847 report to Rome from his St. Mary's
Mission. Footnotes and a lengthy bibliography show that Dr. Lothrop did her
homework adequately, providing useful information for the scholar while not
interfering with the pleasure reading of the non -scholar.
The book is highly recommended for high school, college, and public library
collections. Those who possess Father Nicolas Point's beautiful Wilderness Kingdom
- Indian Life in the Rocky Mountains: 1840-1847 (published by Holt, Rinehart and
Winston in 1967) will surely want to purchase this new book to have as a companion
volume. And those who have neither but are interested in the Indians of the Northwest
should purchase both .
An interesting connection between Father Mengarini and the settlement of central
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California is little known, and, besides his Santa Clara relationship, provides another
reason why Pacific Historian readers might want to acquire Lothrop's book. Father
Mengarini left St. Louis in April. 1841 for his new assignment among the Flatheads, in
the company of several other Jesuits and a small number of laymen. Heading the party
was Father Pierre Jean DeSmet. They were joined shortly by what was to be the first
overland group to enter California, the Bartleson-Bidwell party. John Bidwell later
became the well-known pioneer founder of Chico, and another member of this party,
Charles Weber, founded Stockton. Weber, then a Protestant, took a liking to DeSmet,
and a friendship developed on the trail. Upon the parting of the two companions at
Soda Springs on the Bear River , DeSmet presented Weber with a rosary. This
memento of their association is still in the possession of the Weber family.
Robert Bonta, Editor. San Joaquin Historian San Joaquin County Historical Society
OFF AT SUNRISE: The Overland Journal of Charles Glass Gray, edited with an
introduction by Thomas D. Clark. (San Marino, Huntington Library. 1976. 162p.,
ill us ., appendix , bibliog., index. $12.00)
Charles Glass Gray joined the gold seeking expedition of his uncle Dr. John Stevens
Darcy. a notable New Jersey physician and politician. in the spring of the year 1849.
Darcy's Newark Overland Company departed the home town for the California gold
fields on the first of March. traveling by rail. stage and steamboat to Independence,
Missouri. At Independence the 37 member company outfitted their wagon train. The
long westward trek from Independence began , as does Gray's Journal of An Overland
Passage, on the first day of May. The expedition arrived safely in the squalid town of
Sacramento on November 9. Gray. apparently more interested in serenity than in
riches. went on alone to San Francisco one week later and there his journal ended.
Gray's is the latest of more than forty journals already published which chronicle the
movement of Americans to California in the days of the gold rush. Its chief
recommendation lies in the literacy of its author. Glass was a well-educated and
articulate young man who concerned himself not on ly with the particulars of life on the
trail but also with the natural beauty and obstacles through which he passed. He was a
favorite of "General" Darcy, for whom he expresses unstinting praise and admiration.
and indeed. the members of the Newark Overland Company did fare better than most
in their passage . if not in their luck in the rivers and mines of the Mother Lode. Gray's
descriptive passages reflect his scholarly nature and add greatly to the interest of his
account. His more homely concerns with the daily life and health of the men and
animals show the anxieties and uncertainties of life on the crowded trail to California.
This is an excellent account of a man involved in the gold rush - not so much in the
mines and mining operations but in the struggle to survive the harrowing journey to EI
Dorado. His distinguished editor, Thomas D. Clark, adds, through his own meticulous
research, to the usefulness of the journal by giving us solid background for the
expedition and for its principal rriembers. In spite of Clark's best efforts, however ,
Gray himself remains a shadowy figure who returned East to pass an obscure life,
perhaps as a clerk and bookkeeper. Even the date of his death. believed to be some
time after 1885. is not known.
Leonard Hurnprheys, Callison College. U.O.P.
THE COAL WAR; a Sequel to "King Coal," by Upton Sinclair. Introduction by John
Graham . (Boulder, Colorado Associated University Press, 1976. 417p., appendices ,
notes. $12.50)
This posthumously-published documentary novel by Upton Sinclair is familiar
Sinclair indeed. Here, as in dozens of his works, the famous social novelist paints a
muckracker's portrait of industrial warfare in capitalist America . Basing almost all
events and characters in this novel on the facts of the Colorado mining strike of 1914,
Sinclair hopes to convert his readers to his socialist cause.
The story he tells is a classical one. Colorado politics and journalism in the early
decades of this century were controlled by the local mining interests, especially the
Rockefeller-dominated Colorado Fuel and Iron Co., the largest coal producer in
Colorado. Miners throughout the state, lacking the strength of unionization, worked
under dangerous conditions, were short changed by company weighmen, were paid in
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scrip, were housed in company lodgings, and were forced to shop at company stores at
inflated prices. Early efforts to organize the mines had been defeated. In 1914, a
lengthy strike supported by the United Mine Workers shocked the nation when
violence erupted. Mine guards , patrolling the area as members of the National Guard,
destroyed the strikers' tent city in the infamous Ludlow Massacre in which women and
children lost their lives . A virtual civil war ensued between strikers and troops. A
congressional investigation followed, after which the strike collapsed. Later a contrite
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., stirred by the violence, established a company union, and
authentic unionism lay dead in the Colorado mines.
Sinclair tells this story through the eyes of his protagonist, the son of a company
owner who comes to support the workers' cause. Through him , Sinclair's own
sympathies and attitudes are presented, including those which place the author in the
context of the early twentieth century when this work was written . The ethnic miners,
representatives of most of the nationalities of Eastern Europe, are racially stereotyped
by Sinclair. The female characters . with one exception, are treated as weak-minded
individuals incapable of leadership or commitment, and requiring gentle supervision .
The young White Anglo-Saxon Protestant hero demonstrated a paternalistic bent
toward both ethnic workers and women. These attitudes , not surprising since Sinclair
was of course shaped by his times. seem strangely out of place in the last quarter of the
twentieth century . In addition . and the most serious flaw in the novel, not one of the
characters is a well -rounded personality. All of them are one-dimensional cardboard
figures representative of good or evil, privilege or oppression . The Coal War is a sequel
to King Coal, a fictional portrait of the lives of American miners , which Sinclair
published sixty years ago. Most assuredly. it would not have been published today were
it not the product of the pen of a major American social critic. Its inadequacies, as well as
the fact that a number of histories have detailed the Ludlow Massacre (including one
by Senator George S. McGovern), make this a superfluous publication.
Sally M. Miller, College of the Pacific, U.O.P.
THE SELECTED POEMS OF NORMAN MACLEOD . (Boise. Ahsahta Press
[University Bookstore. Boise State University, Boise ID 8372S] 197S. SSp. paper,
$2.00)
THE SELECTED POEMS OF GWENDOLEN HASTE. (Boise, Ahsahta Press, 197S.
63p. paper. $2 .00)
PEGGY POND CHURCH: NEW & SELECTED POEMS. (Boise, Ahsahta Press , 197S.
77p. paper. $2.00)
In case it has escaped your notice. attention is hereby called to the fact that Ahsahta
Press is making available in attractive and inexpensive editions some of the finest
examples of modern and contemporary poetry of the American West.
The first three volumes in this impressive series are enough to indicate the general
value of the project and substantiate the pleasure readers will derive from exploring
some of the undiscovered country of Western poetry.
Oregonian Norman Macleod has had such a wide experience that it may be an
injustice to label him as a poet of one region alone. Nevertheless. he seems to be at his
best in Western poems about the outdoors life - camping, fishing. pitching hay ,
hunting . and the like. In these, he captures the beauty and danger of experience in a
manner reminiscent of Steinbeck and the early Hemingway . Some of the later poems
focus on Macleod's New York adventures . and it is interesting to see his Western
sensibility turned loose on the asphalt frontiers of the East.
The poetry of Montana native Gwendolen Haste. with its lyrical evocation of bleak
pastures. prairies. and wind-swept lives on lonely farms. often seems a poetic
counterpart to the prose of Willa Cather. It reminds us that just as there was (in the
works of writers such as Edgar Lee Masters and Sherwood Anderson) a revolt from the
village . so too. was there a revolt from the farm. a dissent against the myth of hardy,
self-reliant individuals playing pioneer in forgotten rural corners.
New Mexico poet Peggy Pond Church parallels the deserts. mesas. and mountain
landscapes of her native state with the less visible "interior landscapes" of her
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personas. Her imaginative syntheses of spacious environments and cramped
personalities is the essence of what we might call the experience of Western poetry. In
a late poem like "Ultimatum for Man," she captures the closing of the frontier and the
end of Westering; yet , like many modern poets of the West, she has the gift of
transcending that limitation, of recreating the frontier and relocating it in her own
experience. It is that act of faith and renewal which gives the poems of Peggy Pond
Church. Gwendolen Haste, and Norman Macleod a universality in excess of their
common milieu.
A final note for those of you interested in Western trivia who may be wondering just
what "ahsahta" means. It is the Mandan Indian word for "Rocky Mountain bighorn
sheep," the noble head of which serves as the front cover colophon for this
distinguished series . Howard Lachtman, Contributing Editor, Contemporary Quarterly

PREIDSTORY OF THE FAR WEST, Homes of Vanished Peoples, by Luther S.
Cressman (Salt Lake City, University of Utah Press, 1977. 248p., maps,
photographs, diagrs., tables, bibliog. , index. $15.00)
Luther Cressman has attempted a difficult and formidable task: to synthesize in a
little over 200 pages the vast prehistory of the Far West and, simultaneously, to make it
intelligible to the non-specialist. A respected archeologist himself, Cressman brings
over forty years of research and analysis to the effort, although he humbly states in the
introduction that he intended the book as a "progress report". It is considerably more
than that.
The body of the text is a well -organized compendium of both the data and the current
theoretical interpretations which have grown out of their study. Its theme is the
cultural development of early man in what Cressman terms the Far West - an area
I, 900 miles long and up to 700 miles in width.
Due to the monumental amount of materials available and the time span involved,
critics so inclined could find ample room to note omissions or offer alternative
explanations to some hypotheses. This would be to miss the essential purpose and
usefulness of the book.
In attempting to make comprehendible not only the results of the study of the
prehistoric Far West but the methods used, the author guides the reader progressively
and logically through the maze of information necessary to grasp the complex
relationship between man, the early environment, and his adaptations to it. Beginning
with an overview of the general geographic features and climatological zones,
Cressman then proceeds to a concise review of the major forms of geochronological and
radiometric dating techniques, including paleo-magnetism, Carbon-14, glaciological
evidence (including pluvial lakes and sea level changes), volcanism and ejecta·
chronology, and pollen analysis .
The orientation is followed by a discussion of the migrations of the first human
populations, their language groupings and subsistence patterns. These sections
contain detail on anthropometries, blood groupings, and glottochronology which many
readers may wish to skim, but even the most technical materials are handled simply
and clearly. In all sections there are excellent tables and graphs offering summaries of
textual materiaL
The longest chapter is nearly 70 pages and deals with the subject of the sub -title,
"the homes of vanished people". The author surveys in some detail the major
archeological sites of the Far West , never letting the larger picture of overall cultural
development become lost in the thicket of stone tool typologies or trait lists.
It may seem out of place to use the word 'charming' to refer to a sl:ientific discussion,
but Cressman continually reveals a deep sense of humanism and a respect for those
Native Americans whose 'homes' and burials he excavates in order to shed new light
on their (and our) history. Far Western prehistory is not simply a professional field of
study for him, but an important link to the past and a significant episode in man's
cultural growth.
Cressman has produced a competent technical discussion of Western archeology and
the methods it employs. He has done it without sacrificing the human dimension or
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reducing once-dynamic life-styles to dry statistics. In this super-specialized age of
science it is a pleasure to read a manuscript written with both expertise and a little
passion.
Bruce LaBrack, Callison College. U.O.P.

Notes From The Book Editor
LIFE OF TOM HORN, Government Scout and Interpreter, Written by Himself,
Together with his Letters and Statements by his Friends: A Vindication. (New York,
Crown, 1977. A J ingle Bob Book facsimile reprint of the 1904 edition published for
J.C. Coble by the Louthan Book Company, Denver, with a new introduction by
James D. Horan. 318p., illus., ports., bibliog. $6.95)
THE TRIAL OF FRANK JAMES FOR MURDER, with confessions of Dick Liddil and
Clarence Hite and History of the "James Gang". (New York, Crown, 1977. A Jingle
Book facsimile reprint of the 1898 edition published by G. Miller, Kansas City, Mo.
with a new introduction by James D. Horan. 348p., illus., ports. $6.95)
THE DALTON BROTHERS and their Astounding Career of Crime by an Eye-Witness,
with numerous illustrations reproduced from photographs taken on the spot ... (New
York, Crown, 1977. A Jingle Bob facsimile reprint of the 1892 edition published by
Laird and Lee, Chicago, with a new introduction by James D. Horan. 220p., illus.,
ports. $6. 95)
Horan and his wife established the Jingle Bob series "with a goal of eventually
reprinting many of the rare books on the Wild West from their collection." The Jingle
Bob imprint comes from the brand of John Chisum, the cattle king of New Mexico, and
these are the first three titles chosen, with more soon to follow. Attractively bound in
matching format with generous margins, they faithfully reproduce the originals in clear
facsimile editions.
NEW MEXICO VILLAGE ARTS, by Roland F. Dickey, Drawings by Lloyd Lozes Goff.
(Albuquerque. University of New Mexico Press, 1975, c1949. 264p., illus., bibliog.,
index. paper, $3 .95)
APACHE GOLD AND YAQUI SILVER, by J. Frank Dobie, Illustrations by Tom Lea.
(Albuquerque. University of New Mexico Press, 1976. A Zia Book. 366p., illus.,
appendices. bibliog. paper. $4.95)
FIREARMS, TRAPS, AND TOOLS OF THE MOUNTAIN MEN, by Carl P. Russell.
(Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 1977, c1967. 456p., ill us., bibliog.,
index. paper, $6.50)
The University of New Mexico Press has issued these excellent books in attractive
and very reasonably priced paperbacks. While differing widely in subject matter and
intent (the first is a warm and intimate study-of New Mexico native life and art, the
second a rousingly good collection of could-be-true stories of lost mines and buried
treasure and the third a detailed guide describing not only the equipment of the
mountain men but how it was used) each has a lasting value for the student of western
history, and the Press is to be commended for reprints which are both pleasing to the
eye and kind to the purse.
THE PACIFIC CREST TRAIL; Volume 1: California, by Jeffrey P. Schaffer, Ben
Schifrin, Thomas Winnett. J .C. Jenkins. Maps drawn by Jeffrey P. Schaffer and
Noelle Liebrenz. Second Edition. (Berkeley, Wilderness Press, 1977. 410p., illus.,
maps, bibliog ., index. paper $9.95)
To prepare this revision of the 1973 edition (see PACIFIC HISTORIAN Spring 1976)
the authors re-hiked every section of the 1650 mile trail at least once - some parts as
many as six times. As a result over 8000 corrections have been made in the 242
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reproductions of the government topological maps .
The first four chapters give general information on the history and natural history of
the Trail, planning tips and warnings. The Trail itself is divided into 18 segments , and
each has its own chapter of detailed instructions, topo maps and a few pictures.
These treks are not for the novice , but the experienced hiker will find this guide
indispensable.

FIRST MAIL WEST: Stagecoach Lines on the Santa Fe Trail, by Morris F. Taylor.
(Albuquerque, University of New Mexico Press, 1971. 253p. , illus., port. , sketch
map. facsims., notes , bibliog ., index. $10.00)
The sesquicentennial of the Santa Fe Trail was a logical date for the publication of
this study, which focuses on the small independent stage lines which competed with
and complemented each other in carrying passengers and mail over it from 1850 to
1879.
Taylor, a graceful writer as well as careful researcher, successfully combines
historical, economic and financial detail with contemporary records to produce an
entertaining as well as informative work.
COSTUME DISPLAY TECHNIQUES, by Karyn Jean Harris. (Nashville , American
Association for State and Local History, 1977. 90p ., illus., facsims., appendices,
bibliog. paper, $5.95, $4 .00 to AASLH members)
Harris, a costume specialist at the Smithsonian Institution, gives succinct, clear and
down-to-earth advice for the safe and effective display of historic costumes.
Beginning with the choice and preparation of garments to be shown, she discusses
the various methods of display. including detailed descriptions of purchased, adapted,
and "home-made" forms, techniques to enhance the body form of the garments and
control of environmental factors in display areas. A list of suggested sources for
supplies and carefully selected bibliography add to the overall value of this excellent
handbook.
COUNTRY INNS OF THE FAR WEST: Jacqueline Killeen, Charles C. Miller,
California; Rachel Bard, Peter and Neva Vogel, Pacific Northwest. Roy Killeen,
Illustrations. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1977. 180p. illus ., sketch maps,
index . paper, $3.95)
''Country inns'', the authors declare, are not an accident of geography, but a state of
mind, a "refuge of tranquility" which can exist in cities as well as in the traditional
rural areas. The fifty -eight inns described in the book range from southern California to
Vancouver Island, but each specializes in quality , individuality and friendliness. The
detailed descriptions of the unique or outstanding features of each and the charmingly
detailed sketches will hold your attentive interest as well as whet your wanderlust.
GOOD LIFE IN HARD TIMES: San Francisco's 20's and 30's, by Jerry Flamm. (San
Francisco, Chronicle Books, 1977. 154p .. illus., ports., facsims., bibliog. , index .
paper, $6.95)
Flamm grew up in San Francisco's Fillmore District in the years between the wars, a
more innocent age when the pace of life was slower and friendlier. One could ride all
over town for a nickel. eat a huge Italian meal (with wine) for fifty cents, root for the
Seals . splash in the luxurious public pools or relax in the amusement parks .
Mixing nostalgic glances at his youth with reminiscences of his newspaper days,
Flamm has also gathered an eye-stopping array of contemporary pictures to enhance
his yarns of the "good old days."
FIG TREE JOHN: An Indian in Fact and Fiction, by Peter G. Beidler. (Tucson,
University of Arizona Press, 1977. 152p., illus., ports., facsims., notes, bibliog.
$10.50. paper $4.95)
Fig Tree John the man differed in many ways from Fig Tree John the protagonist of
Edwin Corle's novel of the same name, a novel long acclaimed as one of the finest ever
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written about an American Indian. Beidler, in exploring the nature and extent of these
differences, researched carefully and exhaustively a wide variety of sources from
newspaper accounts to government archives to reconstruct not only the facts of J uanito
Razon's life but how many of these facts were probably known to Corle. He concludes
that although Juanito was truly a remarkable man in his own right, his life lacked the
drama necessary for a successful novel; Corle, by the changes he introduced, gave a
logical and artistic cohesion to his novel without sacrificing the central core of ethnic
credibility.
TRANSCRIBING AND EDITING ORAL HISTORY, by Willa K. Baum. (Nashville,
American Association for State and Local History, 1977. 127p., illus ., 33-Y, RPM
record, bibliog. paper, $6. 75)
The Society calls this useful handbook "Hear Today, Here Tomorrow," and it is
indeed a guidebook to ensure that the oral history so carefully taped will be
permanently and readily available.
Baum, author of "Oral History for the Local Historical Society" has written
practical, complete instructions with alternative suggestions for every aspect of
processing the tape - from the decision to transcribe through indexing, binding, and
presenting a copy to the narrator. Novice or knowledgeable volunteers or curators will
find it an indispensable tool.
ffiKING HAWAII: The Big Island, by Robert Smith . (Berkeley, CA, The Wilderness
Press (2441 Bancroft Way) 1977. 101p., illus., sketch maps, appendix, index. paper
$4 .95)
HIKING KAUAI: The Garden Isle, by Robert Smith. (Berkeley, The Wilderness Press,
1977. lOOp., illus., sketch maps , index. paper $4.95)
ffiKING MAUl: The Valley Isle, by Robert Smith. (Berkeley, The Wilderness Press,
1977. 133p., illus., sketch maps, index. paper $4.95)
For the first time hiking guides are being issued_ for individual Hawaiian islands Oahu will soon follow.
As is usual (see PACIFIC ffiSTORIAN, Fall 1975) Smith presents a sketch map for
each clearly defined and described hike. He rates degree of difficulty, gives directions
for reaching the starting point, hiking distance and time, special features and
interesting legends or historical notes. General information on equipment, supplies,
camping and language wiii answer any additional questions and make your hiking
easy.
IDENTIFYING AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE: A Pictorial Guide to Styles and Tenns,
1600-1945, by John J. -G. Blumenson. Foreword by Sir Nikolaus Pevsner, with
Photographs from the Historic American Buildings Survey. (Nashville, American
Association for State and Local History, 1977. 119p., illus .. bibliog. , index. paper,
$6. 75; $4.55 AASLH members).
Here is a pocket guide for the architecturally inclined amateur - a non -technical
handbook small enough to slip into pocket or purse which will help identify the age and
style of interesting structures.
The first section identifies 39 styles ranging from Spanish Colonial to Art Moderne
and shows their characteristic shapes and decorations , the last section is a pictorial
glossary of architectural details, while the index in the middle points the reader to
explanatory pictures in each of the other two.
YOSEMITE NATURE NOTES, volume 46 number 2, 1977. Written by members of
Yosemite National Park Interpretive Staff. Edited by Steven Medley, Research
Librarian & Henry Berrey. Design by Ed Sullivan. (Yose mite National Park,
Yosemite Natu ral History Association. fB ox 545 , CA 95389] 1977. 80p .. illus ..
diagrs .. sketch maps. bibliogs. paper, $3 .25 postpaid)
Afte r a sixtee n-year hiatus Yosemite Nature Notes has resumed publication , albeit
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on an annual rather than monthly basis. Those who enjoyed it in years past and those
who have known it only as a "backfile" journal will welcome its revival and wish it a
healthy and happy life in schools, libraries and homes.
JUNIPER EMPIRE: Early Days in Eastern and Central Oregon, by David Braly.
(Prineville , Ore., American Media Co. [Ochoco Ave., 97754] 1977. 124p., sketch
map. paper. $14.75 postpaid)
In the belief that individual histories of eastern Oregon towns cannot be complete
without the background of a general area history , Braly has attempted to provide such
a survey in this volume . Using a wide variety of sources, briefly noted in his
Introduction, he provides an overview of the most significant and interesting
developments during the nineteenth century. He includes many interesting anecdotes
and much minutiae of history. The text needs a more careful proofreading, and
documentation would enhance the value of his research to others.
THE BONANZA KINGS: The Social and Business Behavior of Western Mining
Entrepreneurs, 1870-1900, by Richard H. Peterson. (Lincoln, University of Nebraska
Press. 1977. 19lp .. tables . notes, bibliog. $9.95)
Peterson has an interesting subject - in studying the permanent effect of mining on
the West he investigated the social origins and business behavior of fifty successful
mining entrepreneurs. incidentally testing the validity of Turner's thesis that the
frontier was a primary factor in promoting social mobility . His careful analysis seems to
indicate that while a larger number of successful Western bonanza kings were from a
lower social level than their Eastern counterparts and, generally speaking, had a more
humane approach to labor problems , they very closely resembled other successful
businessmen, not the stereotyped image of the prospector.
NEVADA: A Bicentennial History, by Robert Laxalt. (New York, W .W. Norton and the
American Association for State and Local History, 1977. 146p., sketch maps, illus. ,
bibliog .. index. States and the Nation Series. $8.95)
WYOMING, A Bicentennial History, by T.A. Larson. (New York. W. W. Norton and the
American Association for State and Local History, 1977. 198p. , sketch maps, illus.,
bibliog., index. States and the Nation Series. $8.95)
The National Endowment for the Humanities has sponsored a series of fifty-one
histories - one for each state and the District of Columbia. The volumes were intended
not to be research monographs but interpretive, intimate summaries of what each
author felt was significant about that state's history, the factors that shaped its growth,
and its interaction with the other states of our nation.
These two volumes easily pass this test. Well -written, filled with interesting fact and
pleasant anecdotes. they invite the reader to share the authors' knowledge of and love
for their states .
NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM: A Union List for Arizona, California and Nevada,
Compiled and Edited by Joyce M. Mitchell. Computer Program by George Roth and
Jeff Sward. (Fullerton . California State University Library. 1975. 89p. paper, free)
Mitchell has compiled this list from the holdings of 35 Western libraries which range
in size from a high school library to university special libraries. Although is was
intended primarily as an undergraduate list. researchers may find it helpful for
locating needed source materials.
THE GOLD HUSTLERS, by Lewis Green. (Anchorage. Alaska Northwest Publishing
Company, 1977. 339p .. illus .. ports . . map . appendices. notes, bibliog., index. paper,
$7.95)
After the "easy" gold of the Klondike had been labored - and often fought - for, the
big money speculators quietly took over. Able to purchase huge tracts of land and
expensive machinery. they attempted to corner the gold-bearing gravels of the Yukon.
By no means an adventure story. this authoritative narrative of the struggle of two
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giants - and the ultimate downfall of each - traces the history of placer mining at
Dawson until the last gold dredge shut down in 1966.
THE YANKS ARE COMING: American Immigration to Australia, by Dennis Lawrence
Cuddy. (San Francisco, R & E Associates [4843 Mission St.]1977. 254p.)
Many Americans are still following Horace Greeley's famous advice, and a
surprisingly large number , from Gold Rush days to the present, have journeyed on
West to Australia. Cuddy has exhaustively studied the motivations, satisfactions,
complaints and status of 200 American migrants and presented his findings in this
interesting and well-written account.
BEST RESTAURANTS: San Francisco & Northern California, by the Editors of
California Critic: Jacqueline Killeen, Charles C. Miller, Sharon Silva. Illustrations:
Roy Killeen , Design: Lynne Parode. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1977. 206p.,
illus., facsims, index. paper, $2.95)
Native and visiting gourmets will welcome this first revision of 101 's popular
restaurant guide in its new form (see also PACIFIC HISTORIAN, Winter, 1975 and
Fall, 1974). Of the 133 restaurants 53 are new, and the area covered ranges from Napa
and Sonora to Big Sur and from San Francisco to the Mother Lode. The attractive
format of the earlier edition is retained - there are many menu facsimilies, prices are
indicated , and specialities described.
GLOBE ARIZONA: Early Times in a Little World of Copper and Cattle, by Clara T.
Woody & Milton L. Schwartz , with an introduction by C.L. Sonnichsen. (Tucson, the
Arizona Historical Society, 1977. 262p. , illus. , sketch maps, ports. , notes, index .
$15.00, paper $9.50)
This history of Globe spills over into the rest of Gila County, and much that has been
written about this part of Arizona will need to be reevaluated on the basis of Mrs .
Woody ' s careful research and the recollections of old timers which she collected and
preserved on paper and on tape .
Much that she gathered in her fifty-odd years work could not be published until the
protagonists were "safely dead and buried." Schwartz, with able assistance from
Sonnichsen and other Society members and from Mrs. Woody herself, has put together
an absorbing story of the peaceful town and valley that became the scene of a feud
famous in western history. The reader will wish for more- the footnotes refer so often
to interesting but inaccessable accounts that a collection of Mrs. Woody's newspaper
columns and unpublished manuscripts would be welcome.
THE ARTS IN MONTANA: Collected and Edited by H .B. Merriam. (Missoula,
Mountain Press Publishing Company [Box 2399] 1977. 238p ., illus ., (part col.),
ports .. appendix. $10.00)
The twenty-nine volumes of Mountain Arts, the magazine of the Montana Institute
of the Arts. were the source from which these essays, poems, art illustrations and short
stories were selected . While the pieces vary widely both in length and in quality, the
anthology shows clearly not only the wide ranging scope of their creators but their love
for their state.

ERRATA
We regret two omissions in the September reviews : The cost of the Wilbur Journal is
$6.95, paper $4 .50, and Intercultural Encounters is distributed by ISBS. 2130 Pacific
Ave., Forest Grove, OR 97116.
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